
reached following two general paths: One
is by studying the story of God’s chosen
people as they trek towards the land of
Canaan, which God has promised to give
to this people and their descendants. In
tracing this story, it quickly becomes
apparent that this “promised land” is not
vacant, but rather is occupied by a variety
of peoples, including the Amorites, the
Hittites, the Canaanites, and the
Jebusites. The other main way to arrive at
a full picture of the brutality committed
in God’s name is to simply study what
God repeatedly says should be done to
any peoples—in general, in any time or
place—whom his chosen people
encounter, especially if, in any way, they
pose an obstacle to god’s great plan.

Let us begin with the first theme:
God’s ruthless ethnic cleansing in the
land of Canaan. We first read of God’s
plan to annihilate all inhabitants of this
land in order to clear the way for his cho-
sen people in Exodus: “When my angel
goes before you to the Amorites, the
Hittites, the Perizzites, the Canaanites,
the Hivites, and the Jebusites, and I anni-
hilate them, you shall not bow down to
their gods in worship, to follow their
practices, but shall tear them down and

smash their pillars to bits.” (Exodus 23)
Here we see the clear justification that
God is offering behind his total destruc-
tion of foreign peoples and towns: the
fact that the people of these towns are
worshipping other Gods besides Himself.
In the next passage, the Bible makes it
clear that the peoples whose fate is anni-
hilation are, at the time he is speaking, the
inhabitants of the very land he has
promised to his followers: “I will send
forth my terror before you, and I will
throw into panic all the people among
whom you come....I will send a plague
ahead of you, and it shall drive out the
Hivites, the Canaanites, and the Hittites...
I will deliver the inhabitants of the land
into your hands and you will drive them
out before you. You shall make no
covenant with them and their gods. They
shall not remain in your land, lest they
cause you to sin against me.” (Exodus 23)

In the above passage, we see one of the
first instances of an insidious and recur-
ring theme that the Bible offers up:
Refusal to make peace with other peo-
ples, even if these peoples are willing to
make peace with God’s followers!
Further on in Exodus, God again com-
mands his followers that under no cir-
cumstances must they make peace with
those who inhabit Canaan: “Beware of

making a covenant with the inhabitants of
the land against which you are advancing,
lest there be a snare in your midst. No,
you must tear down their altars, smash
their pillars, and cut down their sacred
posts.” (Exodus 34)

In Leviticus, God refers again to one of
his favorite practices—inflicting plagues
as a punishment on those who do not fol-
low him: “When you enter the land of
Canaan that I give you as a possession,
and I inflict an eruptive plague upon a
house in the land you possess,” God
begins, before outlining the proper proce-
dure for cleaning a house that God
Himself infected with the plague!
(Leviticus 14) In Leviticus 20, God again
offers a supposed justification for the bru-
tality he is inflicting upon the inhabitants
of Canaan: That justification, once again,
is that the inhabitants of the land deviated
from or resisted his ways: “You shall
faithfully observe all my laws and all my
regulations, lest the land to which I bring
you in to settle spew you out. You shall
not follow the principles of the nation that
I am driving out before you. For it is
because they did all these things that I
abhorred them and said to you: `You shall
possess their land, for I will give it to you
to possess.’” (Leviticus 20)

In Numbers, God speaks to Moses and

employs a familiar trick device used by
conquerors and imperialists throughout
history: casting the conquered in the role
of the aggressor, and the invaders in the
role of the attacked. God provides to
Moses a series of instructions for the
proper procedure for when “You are at
war in your land against an aggressor
who attacks you.” (Numbers 10) Notice
the way in which God has distorted the
equation here: His followers have assem-
bled armies to invade a land that is
already occupied, yet God refers to it as
“your land” by mere virtue of the fact that
God has decided that things are so.
Proceeding from this assumption that the
land of Canaan is naturally “theirs,”
God’s followers are then supposed to be
imbued with some sort of legitimacy that
makes any attack on them by “aggres-
sors” (i.e., those already inhabiting the
land) illegitimate. Taking a look at the
current U.S. occupation of Iraq, as well as
the countless other wars waged by
American and other imperialist powers, I
must return to my refrain: Sound famil-
iar?

Next week: Part 4b: How God also
relies on his chief foot soldiers to articu-
late his philosophy of conquest.
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We 
need a

lot more
of this...

...and a lot
less of 
this
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On the victory stand of the 1968
Olympic Games, Tommie Smith and

John Carlos raise fists in defiance of
the U.S. flag and national anthem.


