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“As a matter of U.S. policy, the United States' obligations under the CAT*, which prohibits, of course, cruel and
inhumane and degrading treatment - those obligations extend to U.S. personnel wherever they are, whether
they are in the United States or outside of the United States."

Condoleezza Rice December  2005

*International Convention Against Torture

If Crushing the
Testicles of an
Innocent Child
Isn't Nazi, What Is?
By Phillip Watts
On December 1st, my tape recorder
was running as I covered a debate
between human rights lawyer Doug
Cassel and torture-advocate John Yoo.
Yoo is the lawyer who drafted essential
elements of the Bush administration's
legal justifications of torture. Reviewing
Yoo's new book, The Powers of War
and Peace: The Constitution and
Foreign Affairs after 9/11, in The New
York Review of Books, David Cole
wrote: “Few lawyers have had more
influence on President Bush's legal
policies in the 'war on terror' than John
Yoo.”

Here's what I recorded:

Cassel: If the president deems that
he's got to torture somebody, including
by crushing the testicles of the per-
son's child, there is no law that can
stop him?

Yoo: No treaty.

Cassel: Also no law by Congress --
that is what you wrote in the August
2002 memo...

Yoo I think it depends on why the
President thinks he needs to do that.

****

Later in the event, someone in the
audience compared Yoo's position, and
the Bush administration's policies on
torture, to Nazi Germany. Yoo objected:
“To equate Nazi Germany to the Bush
administration is irresponsible.” Some
booed. But more people in the crowd
applauded what Yoo said, as if this is a
comparison that you just can't make.

Well, people, I have to ask:

If advocating crushing the testicles of
an innocent child isn't Nazi, what the
fuck do you have to do  to be a Nazi?!

THEN and NOW

Question to Joseph Goebbels:
If the Führer deems that he's got to
torture somebody, including by
crushing the testicles of that person's
child, there is no law
that can stop him?

Question to John Yoo:
If the President deems that he's got
to torture somebody, including by
crushing the testicles of that person's
child, there is no law that
can stop him?

What he MIGHT have said THEN

Joseph Goebbels:
• Propaganda Minister 

for Hitler regime
• Writer
• War criminal

John Yoo:
• Former Deputy Assistant 

Attorney General for Bush regime
• Law professor
• War criminal

What he ACTUALLY said NOW

Actual quotes from a December 1, 2005 debate in Chicago between Doug Cassel, Notre Dame
professor and human rights legal scholar, and John Yoo, Berkeley law professor and author of
infamous legal memo justifying presidential powers to torture U.S. captives around the world.

I think 
it depends on why

the Führer thinks he
needs to do that.

Who you gonna
believe—me or
your lying eyes?

I think it 
depends on why the
President thinks he

needs to do that.


