Dear Friend,

I am writing to ask for your financial support for a historic event: #RiseUpOctober, October 22-24 to STOP Police Terror—Which Side Are You On?

You've seen it more times than you can count: A Black or Latino person, at any time, just walking down the street or driving to work or standing in front of a hotel or even in their home, has their life snuffed out for no reason whatsoever... video after video of police murdering unarmed people—people with their hands up, people running away, people gasping for air... being stomped, choked, tased, shot, and beaten to death. Day after day this happens. Time after time the police walk free.  

This deadly reality was forced into the light of day through the mass resistance that took place in the last year and a half.  The authorities responded on the one hand with repression, and on the other with promises of reforms; symbolic steps here and there were taken.  At this point, we face a crossroads: either the resistance will be repressed or derailed, with the horrors intensifying... or people will come forth in much greater numbers and determination and change the terms of how all of society looks at this and acts on it.

This is what Rise Up October is aiming to accomplish: October 22-24 in New York City thousands and thousands will pour into the streets in different ways, insisting to the world and the country: THIS MUST STOP!   October 22 in Times Square, NYC, parents and relatives of those slain by police telling their stories and giving out their cry for justice in a reading of the names of those murdered.  October 23: mass, nonviolent civil disobedience to “shut down Rikers Island,” the massive prison complex that sits right in the middle of New York.  October 24: all this coming together as thousands and thousands pour through New York, demanding that police murder must stop.  Taken together, these will draw a sharp line in all of society: WHICH SIDE ARE YOU ON??  This will re-seize the political initiative and again put the outrage of relentless, unpunished, illegitimate police murder and abuse center stage in the social life of this country.
Initiated by Carl Dix and Cornel West, joined by an Advisory Board including Eve Ensler, Jamal Joseph, Gina Belafonte, Rev. Stephen Phelps, Arturo O'Farrill, other voices of prominence from all walks of life and by more than 70 families of victims of police murder, and many others, this effort needs your support. 

But right now, to do any of this, we urgently need your financial support.  We need your financial support for publicity and materials to spread the word.  We need your financial support to bring the families of those murdered by police to New York.  We need your financial support to finance organizing.  Again, this outrage cannot be swept under the rug and your financial support will ensure that it won’t be.

 

Those with few funds have given generously.  Alicia Kirkman, the mother of Angelo Miller who was killed by Cleveland police in 2007, is selling hot dogs and chips to raise funds. She said, “Rise Up October!... means a lot to me. It’s never happened in our lifetimes. All together: WE ARE NOT TAKING THIS KILLING AND MASS INCARCERATION! We are not tolerating it anymore. We do it in our cities, but never altogether like this... all the relatives of people murdered by police nationwide... I can’t rest until this happens.” Other families of the thousands of stolen lives from across the country are also raising funds to travel to NY doing bake sales and barbecues... all on a mission so that no one else ever has to experience the pain and loss of losing their loved ones under the color of authority.   A Mexican immigrant laborer in LA donated nearly $1000 to send families to New York.  Surely YOU can donate generously to make these three days as powerful as they need to be.
And after you donate, tell others why you're giving and ask them to do the same. We are in the midst of a $100,000 crowdfunding campaign—go to igg.me/at/RiseUpOctober or RiseUpOctober.org (or you can mail a check to the address below).

We face a decisive moment, a crossroads, where terms are being set as to what is legitimate, what will be tolerated and what will be opposed. Lives are at stake. Be part of determining the outcome.

How do you answer Alicia Kirkman and the thousands of others who have lost their loved ones to murder by police: which side are you on?

I look forward to talking with you about this soon.

All my best,

* * * * *

More on Rise Up October:

Thursday, October 22, 
10 a.m., Times Square: No More Stolen Lives: Say Their Names, A Public Reading and Remembrance: A Demand for Justice. Join a gathering with families whose loved ones have been murdered by the police, along with prominent voices of conscience from the arts, literature, clergy, and more, to Say Their Names and demand that Murder by Police Must Stop Now!

2 p.m., Columbus Park, Borough Hall, Brooklyn: Rally and March to mark the 20th Annual National Day of Protest to Stop Police Brutality, Repression and the Criminalization of a Generation. There will be similar marches around the country.
Friday, October 23: Shut Down Rikers! 
A non-violent direct action. Rikers is a penal colony dedicated to confinement, brutality, and torture of our youth and others. People of conscience must put our bodies on the line to stop this depravity and barbarity, else we ourselves are complicit.
Saturday, October 24: 
We will gather in the thousands and tens of thousands. Together through the sheer strength of our numbers, shut New York down. At 11 a.m., we will gather in Washington Square Park, at 1 p.m., march to Columbus Circle, right through the middle of Manhattan.  At 4 p.m. rally at Columbus Circle, 59th Street & Broadway.
You can make a donation online to igg.me/at/RiseUpOctober or by check to “Stop Mass Incarceration / AfGJ” with “Rise Up October” in the memo line. Mail to:

Stop Mass Incarceration Network

P.O. Box 941 Knickerbocker Station 
New York City, NY 10002-0900

Phone: 646.709.1961

