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The essence of what exists in the U.S. is not democracy but capitalism-
imperialism and political structures to enforce that capitalism-imperialism.  
What the U.S. spreads around the world is not democracy, but 
imperialism and political structures to enforce that imperialism. 

BAsics 1:3

Body amid rubble from U.S.-led airstrike in 
a town west of Baghdad, Iraq, July 17, 2015. 

When a monopoly of political power—and, in a concentrated way, the monopoly of “legitimate” armed force— 
is in the hands of one group in society, and that group excludes others from that monopoly of power and force, 
then that is a dictatorship of the ruling group—or class—regardless of whether or not that ruling group 
allows those it excludes from power, and over whom it rules in fact, to take part in elections to vote for different 
representatives of the ruling class, as happens in the U.S. and a number of other countries. Political rule in the 
U.S., regardless of whether or not there is an open and undisguised tyranny, is and always has been a bourgeois 
dictatorship, a dictatorship of the ruling capitalist class (or, in the early history of the U.S., before the defeat and 
abolition of the slave system, through the Civil War, what existed was the dictatorship of the ruling classes—
the slaveowning as well as the capitalist class, or bourgeoisie).

BAsics 1:23

Murdering cops grab Eric Garner in 
chokehold for selling a single 
cigarette, July 2014.

Rubble in Yemen from U.S. backed-Saudi Arabia air strike, September 8, 2015. 
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