Hurricane Harvey Hits the Texas Coast:
A Natural Disaster, the Crisis of a System
WE DEMAND
• A
 t the government’s expense: People must be housed and cared for until they can safely return
to their homes; hotels, convention centers, and other buildings must be provided to people in
need of shelter; there must be free communication for people to contact relatives. Immediately,
there must be emergency medical care and measures to prevent massive epidemics and
needless deaths. There must be no arrests for so-called looting. There must be emergency
relief—people must be immediately provided with water, food, medicines, and other basic needs
FREE OF CHARGE.
• E
 xtraordinary measures must be taken to distribute needed resources from all stores to
people, at government expense—and under no circumstances must those who take the needed
resources be shot or arrested
• W
 hile all resources must be made available to shelter people, the government must not be
allowed to treat people like animals, as they did in Katrina—all shelters must be run in decent,
humane ways, drawing as much as possible on the resourcefulness of the people and allowing,
as much as possible, people to have a say in how these are being run.
• T
 he situation of the people and their views on the situation must be fully covered in the news,
giving the people themselves access to the media and the chance to tell their own stories.
• T
 he needs of all must be met, with first priority to those most urgently in need. There must be
immediate, orderly, and safe evacuation. If necessary, events in nearby cities must be cancelled
to accommodate people. People must not be evacuated into situations that are going to
reproduce disease and danger.
• T
 here must be intense search and rescue efforts in all areas. People must NOT be allowed to die.
All necessary resources, including mobilizing volunteers, must be brought to bear on this. The
government must not repress people who volunteer or prevent them from helping, but instead,
must assist these efforts.
• T
 here must be no profiteering and speculation off people’s misery by the sharks of insurance
companies, oil monopolies, real estate developers, etc.
• ICE must be kept away from hospitals, shelters, schools, jails, and other key places during this
emergency—and this policy should be publicly broadcast and announced. People should not
have to choose between drowning or dying in the floods or losing their children, being permanently
separated from loved ones, and hurled across the globe.

Correspond with Revolution/www.revcom.us. Send pictures
and videos. Let us know what is happening to you and others.
EMAIL: revolution.reports@yahoo.com
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