A Question, A Challenge for Paul Krugman,
And All Those Concerned About
the Future of Humanity
by Bob Avakian
Paul Krugman, a Nobel prize winning economist who regularly publishes commentary in the New York
Times, recently wrote (in a September 11, 2017 column “Conspiracies, Corruption and Climate”) that with
Donald Trump in the White House, “know-nothing, anti-science conservatives are now running the U.S.
government.” And here is the very sobering statement with which he concluded this column:
The bottom line is that we are now ruled by people who are completely alienated not just from
the scientific community, but from the scientific idea—the notion that objective assessment of
evidence is the way to understand the world. And this willful ignorance is deeply frightening.
Indeed, it may end up destroying civilization. [emphasis added]
This brings into sharp relief the question: If, indeed, the people in power may end up destroying
civilization (and this could come about not only through what they do in relation to the climate but
through their wantonly unleashing nuclear war), does this not require everyone concerned with
the fundamental interests of humanity, with its very fate and future, to act in ways that are actually
commensurate with this profound existential threat?
In fact, there are people who are doing so. People who have recognized the grave threat posed by those
now ruling us, and the urgency of the situation, and who are therefore determined to act now to not just
oppose but remove from power this regime of nightmares. People who have refused to simply hope that
the “normal workings” of a process that has brought these people to their ruling position will somehow
prevent them from acting in accordance with their “willful ignorance,” and worse. People coming together
on the basis of a Call from the organization RefuseFascism with its forthright stand:
“This Nightmare Must End: The Trump/Pence Regime Must Go!
In the Name of Humanity, We REFUSE to Accept a Fascist America!”
They are working tirelessly to create the political and organizational basis for massive and sustained
mobilization throughout the country, beginning on November 4 this year, whose unifying stand is the
insistence that this whole regime now in power must be removed from power. As the special pamphlet
from RefuseFascism.org: “The Crimes of the Trump/Pence Regime and How to Be a Part of Driving Them from
Power” explains:
RefuseFascism.org is a movement of people coming from diverse perspectives, united in our recognition
that the Trump/Pence Regime poses a catastrophic danger to humanity and the planet and that it is our
responsibility to drive them from power. This means working and organizing with all our creativity and
determination toward Nov. 4 when many thousands of people will fill the streets of cities and towns,
beginning a struggle that must continue day after day and night after night, eventually involving millions
of people, demanding: This Nightmare Must End: The Trump/Pence Regime Must Go!
We extend a welcome invitation to individuals and organizations from many different points of view
who share our determination to refuse to accept a fascist America to join and/or partner with us in this
great cause.
So, that is the crucial point of orientation and the challenge: People who hold many divergent points
of view must come together and act politically, in what is really a meaningful and powerful way, to deal
with the looming—in fact the ongoing—disaster embodied in this Trump/Pence regime, because of its
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willful opposition to the scientific method and its utter disregard for and repeated trampling on the truth,
because of its overt white supremacy and misogyny, its xenophobic and bigoted attacks on immigrants,
Muslims and LGBT people, its raw “America First” jingoism and the grave danger it poses to human
existence through its predatory approach to the environment and bellicose wielding of military power,
including its expressed willingness and brazen threats to use nuclear weapons.
In “Conspiracies, Corruption and Climate,” Paul Krugman refers to those now in power as “knownothing, anti-science conservatives”; RefuseFascism agrees that they are “know-nothing,” and “antiscience” but goes further in identifying them not merely as “conservatives” but actual fascists. Krugman
is a proponent of capitalism, whereas I am an advocate of communism, a new communism, who is
convinced that what is ultimately and fundamentally required to deal with the current horrors facing
the masses of humanity, and the looming threat to the very existence of humanity, is a truly radical
and emancipating revolution. But that is not the immediate question and challenge before all of us at
this present moment. Rather, it is to deal with the grave danger posed by those now in power, through
nonviolent but massive and sustained political action—the mobilization of first thousands, growing
into millions, determined to get and remain in the streets until this regime is removed from power. Does
not the common recognition that this regime “may end up destroying civilization,” demand of us—of all
those, of many divergent viewpoints, who can recognize that these are the stakes for humanity—that we
act together, and do everything in our power, to bring about the massive political manifestation that is
urgently needed to drive out this regime?
It is in this spirit and with this understanding that it is crucial for everyone—those, like Paul Krugman, with
a prominent platform from which to influence public opinion, as well as those without such a platform—
who do recognize and agonize over what is at stake for humanity to act, from their own perspective, to
give meaningful support to, and indeed to become actively involved in, the critical work building toward
November 4: publicly endorsing and promoting the Call from RefuseFascism, helping to break through what
is effectively a white-out of this by the mainstream media, donating and raising funds, directing people to
the RefuseFascism.org website, and in countless other ways helping to develop the necessary political and
organizational basis for what RefuseFascism very rightly calls “this great cause.” For it is the massive and
sustained political mobilization called for by RefuseFascism that truly represents the prospect of forging a
positive path through and beyond this extremely dangerous and potentially disastrous situation.

Bob Avakian:
The Trump/Pence Regime Must GO!
The film of Bob Avakian’s new speech addresses the
most urgent question of the day: how to understand,
and what to do about, the threat to humanity itself
posed by the Trump/Pence regime. This talk—from
the most radical revolutionary on the planet—
makes the case for massive, sustained nonviolent
outpourings to begin on November 4 in a compelling
way. It traces the roots of the regime—the deeper
and more immediate causes of its rise to power. This
hour-long speech is full of substance, and heart.

Watch the film online at
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