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February 11, 2011

When people in their masses, in their millions, finally break free of the constraints that have
kept them from rising up against their oppressors and tormentors, then whether or not their
heroic struggle and sacrifice will really lead to a fundamental change, moving toward the
abolition of all exploitation and oppression, depends on whether or not there is a leadership,
communist leadership, that has the necessary scientific understanding and method, and on
that basis can develop the necessary strategic approach and the influence and organized ties
among growing numbers of the people, in order to lead the uprising of the people, through all
the twists and turns, to the goal of a real, revolutionary transformation of society, in accordance
with the fundamental interests of the people. And, in turn, when people massively break with
the “normal routine” and the tightly woven chains of oppressive relations in which they are
usually entrapped and by which they are heavily weighed down—when they break through
and rise up in their millions—that is a crucial time for communist organization to further
develop its ties with those masses, strengthening its ranks and its ability to lead…
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Read the entire statement online in English, Arabic, Spanish and other languages at revcom.us.

Imperialism is capitalism at the
stage where its basic contradictions
have been raised to tremendously
explosive levels. But imperialism
also means that there will be
revolution—the oppressed rising
up to overthrow their exploiters
and tormentors—and that this
revolution will be a worldwide
struggle to sweep away the global
monster, imperialism.

2003, Iraq: Young girl wounded after U.S. air strikes over the city of Basra.

2009, Bangladesh: Child laborers work at a balloon workshop.
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A Statement By Bob Avakian,
Chairman of the Revolutionary Communist Party, USA

Imperialism means huge
monopolies and financial
institutions controlling the
economies and the political
systems—and the lives of people—
not just in one country but all over
the world. Imperialism means
parasitic exploiters who oppress
hundreds of millions of people
and condemn them to untold
misery; parasitic financiers who
can cause millions to starve just
by pressing a computer key and
thereby shifting vast amounts of
wealth from one place to another.
Imperialism means war—war to put
down the resistance and rebellion
of the oppressed, and war between
rival imperialist states—it means
the leaders of these states can
condemn humanity to unbelievable
devastation, perhaps even total
annihilation, with the push of a
button.
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EGYPT 2011: MILLIONS HAVE
HEROICALLY STOOD UP...
THE FUTURE REMAINS TO BE WRITTEN
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From:

Bob Avakian, “We Have a World to Win,”
Revolutionary Worker #1032, November 28, 1999
(quote originally published 1985)
2005, Nigeria: People evacuate their homes because of a burning oil pipeline belonging to the
Shell Petroleum Development Company.

Celebrate Revolutionary May 1 st, 2011
Cairo, February 8, 2011: Protestors carrying posters showing men and women killed by state security.

8 | REVOLUTION | revcom.us | May 1, 2011

May 1, 2011 | revcom.us | Revolution | 9

Internationalism—
The Whole World Comes First.
Revolution photo

Photo: AP

Bullets, From the Writings, Speeches, & Interviews of Bob Avakian, Chairman of the Revolutionary Communist Party, USA, 1985

The interests, objectives, and grand designs of the imperialists are
not our interests—they are not the interests of the great majority
of people in the U.S. nor of the overwhelming majority of people
in the world as a whole. And the difficulties the imperialists have
gotten themselves into in pursuit of these interests must be seen,
and responded to, not from the point of view of the imperialists
and their interests, but from the point of view of the great majority
of humanity and the basic and urgent need of humanity for a
different and better world, for another way.
Bob Avakian, Bringing Forward Another Way, Revolution #83, March 25, 2007

American Lives Are Not More Important Than Other People’s Lives.
Bob Avakian, Bringing Forward Another Way, Revolution #88, May 13, 2007
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Oakland, California, 2010: Protest against police brutality.

A young Kurdish refugee girl at a refugee camp on the Iraqi border, 1991.

No more generations of our youth, here and
all around the world, whose life is over,
whose fate has been sealed, who have been
condemned to an early death or a life of
misery and brutality, whom the system has
destined for oppression and oblivion even
before they are born. I say no more of that.
Revolution: Why It’s Necessary, Why It’s Possible,
What It’s All About, a film of a talk by Bob Avakian.
Available at revolutiontalk.net and in a DVD set
from RCP Publications.

South Africa: Protest in Sakhile Township against poor living conditions, 2009.

If you can conceive of a world without
America—without everything America stands
for and everything it does in the world—then
you’ve already taken great strides and begun
to get at least a glimpse of a whole new world.
If you can envision a world without any
imperialism, exploitation, oppression—and the
whole philosophy that rationalizes it—a world
without division into classes or even different
nations, and all the narrow-minded, selfish,
outmoded ideas that uphold this; if you can
envision all this, then you have the basis for
proletarian internationalism. And once you have
raised your sights to all this, how could you
not feel compelled to take an active part in the
world historic struggle to realize it; why would
you want to lower your sights to anything less?
Bob Avakian, Revolution #169, June 28, 2009
(quote originally published 1985)
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