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It is a striking fact—which is starkly evident in the U.S. now—that, in comparison to what is done to women, 
there is no other group in society that is so systematically reviled and defiled in a way that has become 
acceptable (or widely accepted in any case) as a significant part of “mainstream” life and culture, as happens in 
a concentrated way through pornography and the extremely demeaning and degrading images and messages 
about women it massively and pervasively purveys (with the Internet a major focus and vehicle for this), including 
pornography’s extensive portrayal of sadistic and violent sexual domination of women...

I began the “Revolution” talk with “They’re Selling Postcards of the Hanging,” reviewing the ugly history of the 
lynching of Black people in America and the way in which celebration of this became a cultural phenomenon in 
the U.S., with the selling of picture postcards of these lynchings a major expression of this—often including 
smiling and leering crowds of white people surrounding the murdered and mutilated body of a Black man. In a 
recent exchange, a comrade emphasized this profoundly important and compelling point: Today, the way in which 
pornography depicts women—the displaying of women in a degraded state for the titillation of viewers—including 
the grotesque brutality and violence against women which is involved in much of this, is the equivalent of those 
“Postcards of the Hanging.” It is a means through which all women are demeaned and degraded.  
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Look at all these beautiful children 
who are female in the world. And 
in addition to all the other outrages 
which I have referred to, in terms of 
children throughout the slums and 
shantytowns of the Third World, in 
addition to all the horrors that will 
be heaped on them—the actual 
living in garbage and human waste 
in the hundreds of millions as their 
fate, laid out before them, yes, 
even before they are born—there 
is, on top of this, for those children 
who are born female, the horror of 
everything that this will bring simply 
because they are female in a world 
of male domination. And this is 
true not only in the Third World. In 
“modern” countries like the U.S. as 
well, the statistics barely capture it: the millions who will be raped; the millions 
more who will be routinely demeaned, deceived, degraded, and all too often 
brutalized by those who are supposed to be their most intimate lovers; the 
way in which so many women will be shamed, hounded and harassed if they 
seek to exercise reproductive rights through abortion, or even birth control; 
the many who will be forced into prostitution and pornography; and all 
those who—if they do not have that particular fate, and even if they achieve 
some success in this “new world” where supposedly there are no barriers for 
women—will be surrounded on every side, and insulted at every moment, by a 
society and a culture which degrades women, on the streets, in the schools and 
workplaces, in the home, on a daily basis and in countless ways.
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Get BAsics…  Place your order now! $10 plus $3.98 shipping/handling/tax. Buy one for yourself 
and one for a prisoner. Send money orders or checks to RCP Publications, PO Box 3486, Merchandise Mart, Chicago, IL 
60654. Or order online at revcom.us or amazon.com. Donate to and raise funds for promotion and awareness of BAsics.  
Go online to revcom.us to get and share ideas about fundraising and spreading BAsics. Contributions or gifts to RCP Publications 
are not deductible as charitable contributions for federal income tax purposes.   
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