
The Not Guilty verdict in the Trayvon Martin case slammed home 
the legacy of centuries of slavery and said it’s OK to lynch Black 
youth in America. The target on the backs of Black youth has been 
given legal justification again.

Millions are filled with rage over this verdict. That rage drove many 
of us into the streets in cities across the country. Black parents in 
tears, hugging their children and agonizing over their futures in a 
society that saw them as permanent suspects—guilty until proven 
innocent, if they can survive to prove their innocence. People of all 
nationalities standing together, declaring they don’t want to live in 
a world like this. This response opens up the possibility for a new 
fighting spirit.

Whether all this will get shoved back into the stifling normalcy of 
America where millions hang their heads and suffer these horrors 
in silence and millions more look away and ignore the howling 
injustices being perpetrated depends on what we do now. It is a 
matter of life and death!

The response that’s begun—the thousands in New York City who 
shut down Times Square, the people who stopped a major free-
way in LA, and the people in dozens of cities across the country—
has to be built on. Many more people who hated this verdict need 
to be called on to express their rage at it in many different ways.

NOW IS THE TIME! Enough with this system and its savage op-
pression of Black people. NO MORE of its open season on Black 
and Latino youth.

And it is a system we’re dealing with here—not just an outrageous 
verdict or racist laws. This capitalist system which arose on the 
foundation of slavery and genocide is today a worldwide system 
that enforces lives of poverty and misery on countless millions.

We need to get rid of this system. We need a society and a world 
where our Black and Latino youth can live and thrive, where 
women don’t face violence and enforced motherhood, where 
instead of making wars on the oppressed of the world, the new 
society is backing their revolutionary struggles, where the envi-
ronment isn’t being ravaged but being protected for current and 
future generations. This kind of world could be brought into being 
through revolution.

We in the Revolutionary Communist Party (RCP) are ready to lead 
in building a movement for this revolution. There is leadership for 
this revolution in Bob Avakian, the leader of the RCP. There is a 
strategy for this revolution. Get into the works of BA that envision 
what the new society would look like and how to bring it into being. 
Get with the Revolution Club in your area. Go to the revcom.us site 
to learn deeply why the world is the way it is and how to change it. 
Get with the movement for revolution the RCP is building. Every-
one’s contribution matters.

Now is the time to move on doing this. The attention of millions 
has been riveted on the horrific injustice of this verdict. People are 
opening their eyes to the reality that these horrors happen again 
and again. If they see determined fighters standing up and saying 
NO MORE to all this and spreading the need for and possibility of 
revolution, it will challenge them to join in fighting the power and to 
open their eyes to the system behind all these horrors and getting 
with the movement for revolution to get rid of that system.

To those who see the need to get rid of this system, you need to be 
everywhere people are calling for justice for Trayvon. In action and 
word bring to people the understanding that any justice we win will 
only come through determined resistance, not from relying on the 
system that has perpetrated all this injustice—while bringing to peo-
ple the understanding of the source of the problem and the solution.

It should burn in our hearts, that while this fight for justice for 
Trayvon continues, the police will have murdered many more of our 
youth, and the system continues to warehouse 2.3 million in prison. 
The fight for justice for Trayvon is part of the fight against all of this. 
Thousands of prisoners in California are on hunger strike right now, 
putting their lives on the line to stop the mass torture of solitary con-
finement of 80,000 prisoners in the U.S. Their fight, their message 
needs to spread and inspire the whole movement.

A powerful movement of resistance to stop the horror of mass 
incarceration can and must, right now, take a huge leap—with 
hundreds and thousands becoming part of the Stop Mass In-
carceration Network. Without exaggeration, the lives of millions 
depend on it.

As people stand up and express their outrage, there needs to be a 
spirit of digging deeply into why I say The Whole Damn System Is 
Guilty and getting into and getting with the revolutionary way out of 
the horrors that this system, this country, inflicts on people here and 
around the world. The slogan “Fight the Power, and Transform the 
People, for Revolution!” expresses a big part of how the thousands 
of people whose hearts ache for a radically different world can go to 
work on the situation right now, speaking to millions today, so that 
as the struggle unfolds, as the situation here and around the world 
changes, the thousands who have been organized and trained in a 
revolutionary way today can become the backbone and pivotal force 
in winning the millions to revolution when there is a revolutionary 
situation, to carry the revolution through.

The system has delivered its verdict. We must deliver ours. The 
movement for Justice for Trayvon must become broader, involving 
hundreds of thousands of people; it must reach deeper into all sec-
tions of society and deeper into understanding of the problem and 
the solution; and it must become more determined, putting before 
all: we will not live like this. And, we don’t have to. It’s time to act. 

After the Trayvon Martin Verdict:

The Whole Damned System Is Guilty! 
NOW’S THE TIME TO STAND UP—WE NEED REVOLUTION—NOTHING LESS!
Statement from Carl Dix, July 16, 2013
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