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The Party and the Masses

Why does the proletariat need a van-
guard party, and how does this party lead
the masses in making revolution?

The most basic answer to the first of
these questions lies in the enormity of
the challenge facing the proletariat: a
system of exploitation with a vast and
highly developed apparatus of control
must be overthrown and a new liberating
system must replace it. And specifically
with regard to the U.S., when you con-
sider what is required to mount an
armed insurrection against the most
powerful military machine in history, to
go on to shatter that machine and win a
civil war, and then to construct an entire-
ly new society on the ashes of the old...it
quickly becomes clear that this can’t be
done without organization, without polit-
ically far-seeing and powerfully organ-
ized leadership.

Mao Tsetung expressed this in a very
concentrated way: if there is to be a revo-
lution, there must be a revolutionary
party.

The proletariat needs its own party to
represent its interests—that is, the over-
throw of the whole capitalist system of
exploitation and the eventual elimina-
tion of all classes and oppressive divi-
sions between people. To put it another
way, the proletariat needs a leading core
of people who have shown themselves to
be dedicated and able to identify and
fight for the fundamental interests of the
proletariat through every twist and turn
of struggle.

It is a fundamental principle of
Marxism that the masses must emanci-
pate themselves. But this is not going to
happen spontaneously. The masses are
not going to emancipate themselves
without organization and leadership.

The reasons for this are bound up with
the proletariat’s particular place in socie-
ty—its conditions under capitalism on
the one hand, and its historic mission on
the other. All this has great bearing on
why the proletariat needs a vanguard
party and what kind of party this must
be.

The life of the proletariat in bourgeois
society, combined with the bourgeoisie’s

pervasive ideological influence and bom-
bardment, means that the masses of pro-
letarians will not become class-conscious
on their own.

Beginning with the terrible and inten-
tionally mind-numbing education and
including the dog-eat-dog struggle to find
a job, the long hours of back-breaking
work (when work is found), the constant
battle to keep one’s head above water, the
harassment of landlords, cops, mer-
chants, and so on—all this is a weight on
the masses, making it difficult for them
to raise their heads.

On their own, the masses can and will
certainly develop strong class feelings, a
hatred of various forms of oppression,
and revolutionary sentiments.

But the masses cannot spontaneously
come to grasp the historic mission of the
working class, that is, the need for it to
lead a broad united front to forcibly shat-
ter the rule of the bourgeoisie, replacing it
with the rule of the proletariat, and then
to continue the revolution with the goal of
bringing into being an entirely new socie-
ty—a new world in which the very divi-
sion into classes and all oppressive social
relations have been eliminated.

The ideology that represents the out-
look and interests of the proletariat,
Marxism-Leninism-Maoism (MLM), is a
scientific outlook—the science of revolu-
tion. And like all sciences, it is generally
first grasped by those with the time and
opportunity to develop an interest in and
to become familiar with the realm of
intellectual inquiry, theory, etc.

In a society based on exploitation and
with a division of labor embodying great
inequalities—including the division
between mental and manual labor—
those who are first able to do this will
mainly (though not only) be students,
intellectuals, and so on. The task of those
who do first embrace this ideology is to
bring it to the class that it represents
and that can and must take up this ide-
ology as its own.

To sum up. Because of the material
conditions of its existence, the surround-
ing atmosphere of bourgeois ideology,
and the limitations of spontaneity, the
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proletariat needs leadership: a group of
people organized on the basis of an
advanced understanding of society and
revolution. And until society moves
beyond its division into classes, leader-
ship will be necessary.

The Party and
the Initiative of the Masses

It is often alleged that leadership by its
very nature stands above the masses,
keeping them in a passive position, and
that tightly knit revolutionary organiza-
tion will ultimately put a bureaucratic
brake on the activism of the masses. But
what in fact stifles the masses is the capi-
talist system in all its exploiting, dominat-
ing, and repressive dimensions, and the
force of habit that goes with living in class
society. That is the existing situation.

So the question then becomes: what are
the means to overcome this situation, how
can the masses lift their heads and act in
their own interests? And this is where the
vanguard party comes in.

The vanguard party applies itself in a
concentrated way precisely to solving this
problem of developing the methods of rais-
ing the consciousness of the masses and
releasing their creative energies and deter-
mination in struggling against and over-
throwing the old order.

The party takes this task up with the
political and ideological recognition of the
need to narrow and ultimately overcome
the gaps between leadership, with its
more advanced understanding and com-
mitment, and the broader masses.

Is a vanguard formation an impedi-
ment to the masses standing up, or is it
an instrument for their emancipation?
Bob Avakian, the Chairman of the RCP,
has pointed out:

“Lenin’s argument in What is To Be
Done?—that the more highly organ-
ized and centralized the party was,
the more it was a real vanguard
organization of revolutionaries, the
greater would be the role and initia-
tive of the masses in revolutionary
struggle—was powerfully demon-
strated in the Russian Revolution
itself and has been in all proletarian
revolutions. Nowhere has such a rev-
olution been made without such a
party and nowhere has the lack of
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such a party contributed to unleash-

ing the initiative of masses of the

oppressed in conscious revolutionary
struggle.”

Of course, what kind of organization is
needed is, in the final analysis, a question
of what you’re trying to do.

If the goal is simply to fan dissent and
protest, or to build a movement that may
take militantly to the streets around par-
ticular outrages but does not aim to over-
throw the system, then one can dispense
with revolutionary organization—a van-
guard is not necessary, and for that matter
there’s no need for revolutionary ideology.

But if the goal is to mobilize the masses
to seize power from a murderous ruling
class and to establish a new power that
enables the masses to run and transform
society, then you have to act on the impli-
cations of this: a vanguard party becomes
essential.

EE I I

How does the party play its vanguard
role, bringing the masses forward as a
conscious revolutionary force? In what fol-
lows, we lay out some of the key principles
and methods guiding the party’s work.

Proletarian Ideology
and the Masses

One of the basic truths that MLM
brings to life and bases itself on is the
dialectical relation—the continual inter-
play and mutual dependence and mutual
influence—between theory and practice,
and the ultimate grounding of theory in
practice.

MLM is drawn from, and is a continu-
ally developing synthesis of, the vast and
ongoing experience of the proletariat, and
all of humanity throughout history, in
class struggle and in every other sphere of
human activity. And the experience of the
masses of people, and in particular of the
proletarians, provides the basis for
increasing numbers of them to grasp the
truth of and take up and wield the revo-
lutionary ideology of the proletariat,
when it is brought to them by the van-
guard party.

For this reason, when the party brings
this ideology to the proletariat it is bring-
ing it home.

The party must link the theory of MLM



with the struggle of the masses and in
this way develop a revolutionary move-
ment led by the class-conscious proletari-
at. It must constantly draw forward the
advanced among the proletariat, and
other strata, into the ranks of the party
and train them as communists. Only in
this way can the party continue to main-
tain, and deepen, its grasp of MLM and
its ability to act as the vanguard of the
proletarian revolution.

The Mass Line

The mass line is the method through
which the party both learns from and
leads the masses. To apply the mass line
means to seek out and learn from the
ideas of the masses and to apply the sci-
ence of Marxism-Leninism-Maoism to
concentrate what is correct in these ideas,
distilling and synthesizing them into a
more all-sided and correct reflection of
reality and what must be done to change
it. The party then takes this back to the
masses in the form of line and policies,
works to win the people to take these up,
and unites with the masses to carry them
out...summing up the results and then
repeating the process.

The mass line is an ongoing process
which links theory with practice and the
vanguard with the masses in an ever-
deepening way—all in the service of the
masses’ fundamental revolutionary inter-
ests.

The Spontaneous Struggle
and the Party

The struggles waged by the masses
around their conditions are of vital impor-
tance in preventing the masses from
being crushed and in developing among
the masses a sense of their ability to unite
and fight back against their oppressors.
But, in and of themselves, these struggles
cannot lead to revolutionary conscious-
ness or a revolutionary movement. By
definition these struggles have limited
aims and scope—most involve a demand
for a partial change or reform and are tar-
geted against a particular oppressor or
aspect of state power.

Thus, the revolutionary party cannot
take the view that the struggle of the

masses will spontaneously make the leap
into a revolution. In addition to the inher-
ent limitations of any single struggle, the
bourgeoisie sends its political operatives
into any mass movement of significance,
promoting directions and lines which
draw people more deeply into the suffo-
cating “proper channels” of bourgeois
political life.

Even struggles which spontaneously
develop into very powerful outbreaks of
mass upheaval will eventually ebb, leav-
ing the system that spawned them intact,
if battered. Surely the history of the
United States—full of heroic mass upris-
ings by different sections of the people—
proves this. The party cannot tail in the
wake of spontaneous struggles and seri-
ously call itself revolutionary.

But the genuine proletarian party does
not stand aside from the masses’ sponta-
neous struggles. Such struggles provide a
strong basis for the work of the party.
While at times the party must and should
play a direct role in tactically leading, or
striving to lead, these struggles, its most
crucial and essential role lies in raising
the consciousness of the masses, and
developing their fighting capacity and
organization—all as preparation for going
over to something different: the struggle
to seize power from the capitalist class
when the time is ripe.

To paraphrase Lenin, the party must
divert the many different streams of
struggle from their spontaneous tendency
to remain confined within the existing
bourgeois framework. It must step by step
transform them into a raging revolution-
ary flood-tide against the system as a
whole. (How the Revolutionary Commun-
ist Party, USA carries out this work is dis-
cussed further in the appendix “Create
Public Opinion, Seize Power! Prepare
Minds and Organize Forces for Revolu-
tion. The Central Task of the Revolu-
tionary Communist Party, USA.”)

Organizational Principles
of the Party

A truly revolutionary party is the dead-
ly enemy of the bourgeoisie. The bour-
geois state therefore constantly attacks it
in different ways—attempting to sever its
links to the masses and its ability to lead
them—and ultimately seeks to destroy
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the party altogether. For this reason the
proletariat needs an organization that
can counter the vicious repression of the
bourgeois state apparatus in all its
forms—including the spying, disruption,
and outright murder carried out by the
enemy’s police forces and agencies.

A vanguard party must be an organiza-
tion that can continue to lead the struggle
towards its revolutionary objective in the
face of all such repression. The ability to
do this must be mastered in a systematic
and organized way—and on the basis of
applying the most advanced ideological
and political understanding. This is some-
thing that can only be done by a vanguard
party basing itself on Marxism-Leninism-
Maoism.

The party organizes itself on the basis
of democratic centralism. This principle
combines centralized leadership and the
greatest degree of discipline with the
fullest discussion and struggle over line
and policies within the party. It also
means the selection and political super-
vision of party leaders by party members,
on the basis of Marxism-Leninism-
Maoism.

Differences of opinion are struggled out
in a vigorous and principled way within
the party; in the face of the enemy, there
is the firmest unity.

This principle of democratic centralism
is used to create a political situation
inside the party in which there is both
centralism and democracy; both unified
line and broad initiative; both discipline
and ideological struggle; and both unity of
will and action and personal ease of mind
and liveliness. All this greatly strength-
ens the ability of the party to correctly
apply the mass line, deepen its roots
among the masses, and, overall, to play
its role as the advanced detachment of the
proletariat in its revolutionary mission.

A Party to Serve the
Emancipation of the
Proletariat

For all the reasons gone into, an MLM
vanguard is a vital necessity for the pro-
letariat. Either there will be a party, or
the masses will continue to suffer the hor-
rors of the system. The advanced, class-
conscious workers—and the masses of
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revolutionary-minded people of all strata
willing to take up the cause and outlook of
the proletariat—must step forward to
build, support, defend, unite with, and
join their party, which in this country is
the Revolutionary Communist Party,
USA.

Our Party is, in the most profound
sense, the product of the masses and their
struggle, not only in the U.S. but through-
out the world. It is made up of proletari-
ans and others who have fought back
against oppression and, in the course of
that, have sought out answers for why
there is such horrendous oppression and
so many continual outrages in society and
the world, and what is necessary to final-
ly put an end to them.

In doing so, we have drawn inspiration
from the revolutionary uprisings of the
oppressed in the U.S. and around the
world, including the tremendous wave of
struggles and wars of national liberation
in the Third World in the 1960s and early
"70s. A very powerful role was played then
by the heroic war waged by the Viet-
namese people which delivered a resound-
ing defeat to the supposedly “invincible”
armed forces of U.S. imperialism, a defeat
from which these imperialists have still
not fully recovered politically.

Above all, we have drawn inspiration
and profound lessons from the Great
Proletarian Cultural Revolution in China
during that period. It was a mass up-
heaval, led by Mao Tsetung and other gen-
uine communist leaders, which carried for-
ward the revolution within socialist socie-
ty itself. The Cultural Revolution repre-
sented the greatest advances made so far
by the international proletariat and for the
cause of emancipating all humanity.

Our Party has been tempered in and
strengthened by the struggle against
revisionism. Revisionism cuts out the rev-
olutionary heart of Marxism—Dby distort-
ing its basic principles and reducing
Marxism to something that serves the
preservation or the restoration of capital-
ism. We have learned from Mao’s great
struggles against revisionism and have
also waged struggles against various
forms of revisionism within our own
ranks.

On this basis, and through struggle to
distinguish the correct from the incorrect
and the revolutionary from the oppor-
tunist lines, our Party has taken up and



continued to deepen its grasp of Marxism-
Leninism-Maoism as our ideology. And
we have joined with other MLM parties
and organizations throughout the world
in the Revolutionary Internationalist
Movement (RIM).

We have continued to learn from, to
support, and to draw strength from the
resistance and rebellion of the masses of
people worldwide, and in particular the
people’s wars and other revolutionary
struggles led by the detachments of the
RIM in many parts of the world.

Our Party is determined to fulfill its
responsibility to make revolution to over-
throw this monster, U.S. imperialism,
and to contribute all we can to the world
proletarian revolution.

The Party must constantly bring for-
ward into its ranks those who dedicate
themselves to the cause of international
proletarian revolution, who seriously take
up the weapon of Marxism-Leninism-
Maoism and carry out the Party’s line
and tasks among the masses. The mem-

bers the Party must attract are those
whose dedication is not to narrow and
personal interests, but to the historic
mission of communism.

To win victory, the Party must be made
up of those who embody the best quali-
ties of the proletariat and are prepared
for great sacrifice, jail, even execution at
the hands of the ruthless enemy. But,
even more fundamentally, they must be
guided by the largeness of mind charac-
teristic of the proletariat. They must
study energetically and actively apply
the science of MLM and be prepared to go
against any tide that is opposed to MLM.
They must be vanguard fighters among
the masses and be ready to take up any
post, fulfill any task that serves the rev-
olution—not only in this country but
internationally.

The Party must be made up of people
whose lives are devoted to the revolu-
tionary struggle of the international pro-
letariat and the achievement of its his-
toric mission: worldwide communism.
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Revolution Means
Waging People’s War

The RCP,USA bases itself on the fun-
damental truth that this system cannot
be reformed, and that revolution in the
U.S. will mean revolutionary war! Mao
Tsetung teaches us: “The revolutionary
war is a war of the masses, it can be
waged only by mobilizing the masses and
relying on them.”

Today, more and more, the oppressed
people, especially those among the
younger generation, hate the world they
are forced to live in and recognize the
system will never change. They say “the
oppressors will never stop doing what
they are doing—it only gets worse. If
they want war, let’s give them war!” We
say, “Yes! Let’s give them war, BUT let’s
do it for real and let’s do it to win!” Let’s
do it with the orientation, strategy and
doctrine that will provide the means for
the masses to go up against and actually
defeat the powerful armed forces of the
imperialists.

Only a revolutionary people’s war, led
by a Marxist-Leninist-Maoist party, will
lead to the seizure of power by the prole-
tariat, and enable it to establish its dic-
tatorship and bring into being a new soci-
ety that will serve the interests of the
masses of people and, above all, will
serve as a base area for the world prole-
tarian revolution. Mao Tsetung said,
“The people, and the people alone, are
the motive force in the making of world
history.”

Throughout history the rising classes
were forced to mobilize the masses in
order to overthrow the old ruling class.
But they did not have the need, interest,
or capability of enabling the masses to
consciously grasp the essence of the rev-
olutionary process and their own role in
it and to consciously take hold of and
transform society in their own interests.
In fact, this was impossible in those ear-
lier periods of human history. But the
proletarian revolution of this era is
impossible without this.

The proletarian revolution is unlike
any previous revolution in human his-
tory. Its aim is not to establish the rule of
a new set of exploiters and oppressors
dictating in the interests of a few, but the
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complete emancipation of humanity and
a society where the people are working in
common for the common good of all. It is
of fundamental importance that the way
in which this revolution is fought must
serve these goals.

Mao Tsetung said that all military
logic could be reduced to “you fight your
way and I'll fight my way.” Our way
means relying on the voluntary, deter-
mined action and support of the masses
of people, led by the proletariat and its
vanguard, and translating that into
strategies and tactics that, through the
course of the war, give the people’s army
the maximum amount of initiative,
exposing and seizing on the strategic
weaknesses of the enemy and bringing
forward the strengths of the revolution-
ary forces. And doing all this in a way so
that, as the masses of people wage war,
they are developing their ability to
become masters of society and to trans-
form it in their interests. But how this
principle gets applied, in the form of a
strategy for revolutionary war, depends
on the concrete situation and conditions
the war is being carried out in.

One World Revolution—
Two Basic Paths

In the oppressed nations the basic path
to power is protracted people’s war, a
path forged by Mao Tsetung in leading
the Chinese revolution to victory. Mao
recognized it was possible in the op-
pressed nations for the revolutionary
forces to take up the task of armed strug-
gle as the main form of struggle from the
beginning. Through a protracted period of
armed struggle, the revolutionaries could
gradually build up their armed forces and
establish revolutionary base areas where
the masses begin to exercise power. As
the balance of forces shifts in favor of the
revolutionary forces, and when the revo-
lutionary forces have in large part en-
circled the cities, then war can be waged
to seize the cities, deliver the decisive
defeat to the counter-revolutionary forces
and liberate the whole country.



This is possible because generally, in
the oppressed nations, the development of
the economy, under the domination of
imperialism, is highly uneven—with only
a few “enclaves” characterized by “ad-
vanced technology,” while the general
character of the economy is backward,
semi-feudal and not well integrated and
articulated. The masses of people are in
desperate conditions all the time, and in
the countryside there are large numbers
of brutally exploited peasants who can be
the main force in waging and supporting
the revolutionary war. And the backward
and isolated state of much of the country-
side can actually be turned into a
strength of the revolution—the basis for
relatively self-sufficient base areas serv-
ing as the backbone of the protracted peo-
ple’s war.

Further, in these oppressed nations
generally the central government’s
authority and ability to “impose order”
does not extend in a uniform and power-
ful way throughout the country. In addi-
tion, the roads, means of communication,
etc., are unevenly developed. For these
reasons, the ruling classes are not able to
quickly concentrate and coordinate mas-
sive forces in all parts of the country and
crush the people’s war.

In imperialist countries, the revolution-
ary road is, of necessity, different. The
conditions in the imperialist states are
generally ones where the grip of the rul-
ing class on society is centralized in a
strong national government and at the
same time is powerfully and fairly uni-
formly extended throughout the country.
The level of technology, including means
of transportation and communication, is
highly developed. Except in situations of
serious crisis, the ruling class can concen-
trate massive armed force in any particu-
lar place—or even in a number of places—
within a short period of time.

And, generally, while in these countries
there are large numbers of proletarians
and others whose daily conditions cry out
for a radical change, there are also signif-
icant sections of the people, particularly
in the middle class, who face such condi-
tions only in times of extreme crisis. In
ordinary times in the imperialist coun-
tries, the conditions for launching a revo-
lutionary war do not exist.

In these countries, the launching of the
revolutionary war depends on the erup-

tion of a revolutionary crisis in society as
a whole, including serious dissension and
contention within the ranks of the ruling
class over how to rule and “maintain con-
trol.” Further, revolutionary war must
rely on a revolutionary people—proletari-
ans, and other oppressed people, in a com-
bative mood, busting loose in massive
upheaval, where increasing numbers of
them are ready to “put it on the line” for a
different future. And there must be large
sections of middle strata no longer willing
to accept the ruling class’ program, and
who could potentially be won over as
allies to the revolutionary cause.

Building on all the political organizing
and the struggle of the masses that has
taken place during the entire period pre-
ceding the development of the revolution-
ary situation, the party can lead the
masses to seize on the eruption of such a
revolutionary crisis: to forge a revolution-
ary army and to wage a revolutionary
war. This war must take the form of mass
armed insurrections—in a number of
major cities, at relatively the same time —
leading to the establishment of a revolu-
tionary regime in as much of the territory
as possible, and then the waging of civil
war to finally and completely defeat the
old ruling class and its counterrevolu-
tionary forces and consolidate the new
revolutionary power over a much greater
territory.

Serious About Winning!

In their typical arrogant contempt, the
ruling classes think of, and portray, upris-
ings against them in terms of “unruly
mobs,” without political consciousness
and disciplined organization, or as the
actions of small bands of “terrorists” cut
off from the masses of oppressed people
and having no support among them. But
an actual armed uprising—one that has a
real chance at winning—cannot be either
of these: it would have to be firmly based
among the masses of the oppressed, and
would have to draw in thousands, tens of
thousands, and ultimately millions of
them in various forms of combat and sup-
port activity.

Revolutionary war in a country like the
U.S. would mean going up against a
power structure that has a large, well-
equipped military, with an advanced com-
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munication and support system and mas-
sive amounts of technology and weaponry
at their disposal. It would mean defeating
an army that would be prepared and will-
ing to bring down mass destruction and
suffering on the people. Winning would
require waging an all-out struggle to
defeat and shatter the armed forces of the
enemy, smash and dismantle their appa-
ratus of repression, and consolidate
power.

When the revolutionary opening comes
the people’s army would need to strike,
launching the armed insurrection and
holding nothing back, going on the offen-
sive in an all-out battle for the seizure of
power. It would need to “hit them” in such
a way that the whole power structure
could be “cracked” and be dealt paralyz-
ing and decisive blows. It would need to
bring to bear the strength of millions of
the oppressed, leaping at the chance, at
long last, to bring down their heartless
oppressors—and organized into actual
military formations and effective fighting
forces, under the leadership of the prole-
tarian vanguard.

This revolutionary armed force of thou-
sands and millions would need to be
wielded to strike concentrated and coordi-
nated blows at the enemy forces—so mas-
sively and decisively that they are imme-
diately set back, with some of their key
units and formations overwhelmed and
shattered. It would be crucial then to
maintain and step up the revolutionary
offensive, giving the enemy no breathing
room but instead continuing to over-
whelm, defeat and disintegrate its armed
forces.

It would mean continually forging more
battle-tested troops and more powerful
military formations among the revolu-
tionary armed forces. It would require
relying on the masses for intelligence,
logistical support, etc., while also making
use of weapons and other equipment cap-
tured from the enemy, as well as enemy
troops who come over to the people’s side,
integrating them into the developing
fighting forces of the proletarian revolu-
tion.

It would be necessary to quickly link up
the territories ripped away from the
counter-revolutionary forces, consolidat-
ing these territories into a new revolu-
tionary regime. This would serve as the
base for waging the civil war to finally
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defeat the remaining forces of the imperi-
alists and their allies. The more the revo-
lutionary war of the masses advanced in
this way, the more people, including inter-
mediate forces, would be won to the side
of the revolution and away from support-
ing the imperialists and their counter-
revolutionary war.

Proletarian revolution cannot be con-
ceived of as an “armed general strike” or
as a mass movement that gradually
builds, draws in the majority of society,
and eventually overwhelms the enemy.
An actual armed insurrection would like-
ly begin with a minority, made up of the
most advanced forces in society, although
this insurrection would actively involve
millions.

In fact, one of the distinguishing fea-
tures of the insurrection—and still more
of the civil war—would be that, to a large
degree, the reserves for the revolutionary
side are found among people who are at
first not actively involved, or who might
be in the camp of the enemy at the start.
The “drawing in” of many of the previous-
ly neutral or inactive forces, or those who
were originally on the other side, to
actively join and/or support the revolu-
tionary armed struggle will be vital to the
success of the revolution.

And the winning over of troops from the
other side—through the combination of
fighting and defeating them on the battle-
field, as the main and decisive thing, and
at the same time appealing to their basic
interests as part of the oppressed masses
—is also a vital part of revolutionary war-
fare. These characteristics are factors
that give an insurrection a chance of win-
ning when it may well appear on the sur-
face that there is no such chance at all.

Our Strategic Strengths,
and the Enemy’s Strategic
Weaknesses

To defeat the enemy on the battlefield
while trying to preserve oneself in battle
is the goal of any army. The revolutionary
army must be able to rely on its own
strengths, while depriving the bourgeois
armed forces of the ability to fight in the
way they want to fight. Being able to do
this will mean the difference between vic-
tory and defeat.

Wars are never decided by weapons



alone, and in the case of revolution ver-
sus counter-revolution this is all the
more the case. The characteristics of a
revolutionary army, fighting a genuine
people’s war, are very different from
those of a bourgeois army. The revolu-
tionary army is guided by the ideology of
the proletariat, including its internation-
alist stance of fighting in unity with the
oppressed people of the world. It relies on
the conscious activism of the masses of
its soldiers, serving the people and fight-
ing for their liberation, not for personal
power or power for any small group or
clique.

The imperialists do have real military
strength, BUT they also have real and
strategic weaknesses. And an overriding
weakness of theirs is that they fundamen-
tally CAN’T rely on the masses of people,
and overwhelmingly must rely on the tech-
nology they have.

The imperialist army depends on utiliz-
ing their powerful arsenal and weaponry,
intimidating and overpowering any force
it goes up against. But when this gets
neutralized, when their army is deprived
of the ability to “fight their way,” then the
content and class nature of their army
stands out for all to see: it is a blood-
soaked imperialist army of plunder and
exploitation that represents the interests
of only a small part of society—a relative
handful of exploiters.

With the first powerful blows of the
insurrection, and then the continuing
offensive, the revolutionary forces would
aim to begin a process of warfare through
which the revolutionary army can
increasingly reveal and exploit the strate-
gic weaknesses of the enemy, while bring-
ing forward and relying on its own strate-
gic strengths.

It is also very important to note that a
revolutionary war to overthrow U.S.
imperialism—a superpower whose role in
the world has involved the extreme
oppression of literally billions of people
and the outright slaughter of millions—
would send shockwaves of upheaval and
rebellion all around the globe. And it is
likely that a revolutionary war in the U.S.
would mutually aid and be closely inter-
twined with mass upheavals and revolu-
tionary struggle in Mexico, including the
possibility of the revolutionary struggle in
each country “spilling over” into the
other. Obviously, the revolutionary prole-

tariat and its army would welcome such a
scenario.

The Party Must Lead

Revolutionary people’s war must be led
by a vanguard party that consciously and
actively applies the revolutionary science
of Marxism-Leninism-Maoism (MLM) to
prepare for and then carry out this revo-
lutionary war. In a country like the U.S.,
where the people’s war—the armed insur-
rections followed by civil war—should be
launched only when there is a revolution-
ary crisis in society, the vanguard party
must view and approach all work prior to
that time as all-around preparation for
this.

It must maintain its revolutionary
tenseness in order to do all it can to con-
tribute to the hastening of such a crisis
and to be in the strongest possible posi-
tion to recognize and to seize on such a
crisis. It must continue to develop its
strategic military doctrine at the same
time as it works to develop the revolu-
tionary movement of the people, even
before the conditions emerge that make
possible the launching of the revolution-
ary war. And it must prepare so that,
when the time is ripe, it is in the
strongest position to transform the revo-
lutionary organization that has been built
among the masses into organization on a
military footing, capable of incorporating
millions and of leading them in fighting in
accordance with the military doctrine
that has been developed.

The profound truth that people not
weapons are decisive in warfare has to
find expression in military strategy and
doctrine and, more than that, in the ac-
tual waging—and winning—of revolu-
tionary war when the time comes. It is
not enough to be “braver” than the impe-
rialist forces. The courage and daring, the
capacity for self-sacrifice, of people fight-
ing consciously for their emancipation
and the emancipation of all humanity, the
illumination and inspiration provided by
MLM —all this will be a tremendously
important factor for the revolutionary
army of the proletariat. But, when the
time comes, this must be given the fullest,
most effective expression in military doc-
trine, actual military operational princi-
ples, actual military fighting forces and
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formations, and concrete ways of fighting
that can actually DEFEAT the enemy on
the battlefield.

This military doctrine must take into
account not only the strategic strengths of
the revolutionary side and the strategic
weaknesses and vulnerabilities of the
other side, in a general sense. It must also
address and indicate the basic solutions
to the difficult, vexing problems that will
have to be faced, such as: how the revolu-
tionary army of the proletariat would be
created, organized, and led on various lev-
els, including how it would continually
incorporate broader ranks of the masses;
how it would move to encounter the
enemy and then fight the enemy while
paying due attention to the great destruc-
tive power that enemy has; how its fight-
ing units would be organized and coordi-
nated in battle; how and from where its
forces would be equipped, trained, sup-
plied, and continually re-supplied with
the necessary means to not only survive
but to fight—our way.

And once the revolutionary situation is
immediately approaching—once it can be
determined that the launching of the
armed insurrection is something that
must be done in the near future, or else
the opportunity will be lost (perhaps for a
long time)—once that is the situation
THEN the overwhelming attention and
efforts of the vanguard would have to be
concentrated on immediate and concrete
preparations for launching the insurrec-
tion (and then carrying forward the civil
war).

It would also be necessary to be pre-
pared for the possibility that there may be
other armies in the field, representing
other classes and groups in society who
are fighting against the old order, and
that it may be necessary to forge alliances
with some of these forces. At the same
time, the revolutionary army of the prole-
tariat would have to maintain its inde-
pendence and its crucial role as the most
consistent, determined, and powerful
force fighting the enemy, the decisive
force in defeating the imperialists and
counter-revolutionaries. Through all this,
the revolutionary proletariat would be
able to lead other forces among the people
along the path that serves proletarian
revolution.
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Two Fundamentally
Different Armies

Fundamentally, an army is a concentra-
tion of the society it is fighting for. The
imperialist army and fighting style repre-
sent an outdated, dying system, that in no
way-shape-or-form is in the interests of
the vast majority of the world’s people.
Such an army is riddled with sharp class
and national contradictions, and male
chauvinism runs rampant. These contra-
dictions come powerfully to the surface,
and the morale of its troops is dealt heavy
blows, whenever such an army is inca-
pable of quickly overwhelming and pul-
verizing its enemy.

On the other hand, the proletariat’s
revolutionary army, with its bedrock
among the most exploited sections of the
proletariat but drawing in people from
different parts of society, will concentrate
in important ways the social and political
relations of the future society it fights for.
It will unleash, organize and coordinate
the fighting determination and capacities
of people of all nationalities—united in
fighting to uproot all oppression.

It will unleash women as a mighty force
for revolution in a way reactionary armies
never can, enabling them to play a deci-
sive role both on the frontlines and in
commanding positions within the army.
And the urgent insistence of masses of
youth that the world should not be this
way—this will have a very important
place in the revolutionary army, which
will give these youth a purpose and a
focus for their outrage, a purpose worth
fighting and dying for. The revolutionary
army of the proletariat will give concrete
expression to the masses’ hatred for the
capitalist system and the desire of mil-
lions to live in a different world.

The fighting style of such an army is
also an expression of what it is fighting
for. For example, the ability to continu-
ously fight, as well as to move over large
distances and then engage in battle with-
out rest and with no fear of fatigue; and
the great courage in battle and no fear of
sacrifice that characterizes its troops—all
this stems from and reflects the fact that
this kind of revolutionary army fights
with the lofty mission of liberating the
masses of people and ultimately human-
ity as a whole from all oppression and



exploitation.

Only with the leadership of the van-
guard party will it be possible, when the
time comes, to forge a revolutionary
army on this basis and to maintain that
orientation through all the twists and
turns of battle. War is a continuation of
politics by military means, and in revolu-
tionary war the politics and ideology of
the revolutionary proletariat must guide
the waging of the war. This war must
never be divorced from nor fought by
methods that run counter to this revolu-
tionary mission, which is represented by
the vanguard party and its ideological
and political line: the party must com-

mand the gun; the gun must never be
allowed to command the party.

The party must imbue the masses with
the spirit and revolutionary outlook of
“Fear Nothing, Be Down for the Whole
Thing.” It will instill in the revolutionary
army as well as the masses who support
it a largeness of mind and selflessness for
the cause of proletarian revolution, lead-
ing them to make great sacrifices and
conquer hardships in fighting for this
cause. And it will help them keep their
eyes on the prize all the way through so
that they can defeat the enemy and win
in the fullest sense!
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CREATE PUBLIC OPINION,
SEIZE POWER!
Prepare Minds and Organize Forces
for Revolution.
The Central Task of the
Revolutionary Communist Party, USA

Without state power all is illusion. Here
and around the world, the masses need
state power. The masses need to rise up
and make armed proletarian revolution
and build a whole new society on the
ashes of the old. The Revolutionary
Communist Party, USA exists to lead the
people to do exactly this, at the soonest
possible time.

Hastening While Awaiting

How would you get to the moment
when mass armed revolution is the order
of the day? A revolutionary situation
emerges through a combination of huge
shocks and changes in society overall
(brought on by events like economic
crises, wars, and revolutionary struggles
in other countries) in combination with
the work of revolutionaries all through
the period leading up to it.

The Party cannot create a revolution-
ary situation; it must, in one sense, await
favorable developments. But it can and
must hasten the arrival of the conditions
for the armed struggle for power. The
Party does not overall determine the
political challenges that it faces, but how
it meets those challenges can have a huge
effect on the political terrain itself. In
other words, the Party must play a very
dynamic role at all times, and that role
will greatly influence when, how, and
even if a revolutionary crisis actually does
emerge.

The Party’s orientation must be to
strain against and strive to transform the
limits imposed by the objective situation.
The Party must be working at all times to
push things closer to, and to prepare for,
the conditions where the armed struggle
can be launched. “How does what we are
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doing today prepare us for and get us into
position to be able to actually launch and
win the revolutionary war, when the time
is ripe?”—this is the yardstick with which
our Party measures its work for revolu-
tion in the U.S.

The Party’s Central Task

The Party does this through carrying
out its Central Task: Create Public
Opinion, Seize Power! Prepare Minds and
Organize Forces for Revolution. The Party
Chairman, Bob Avakian, has described
this as “an all-around process and all-
around struggle through which the con-
sciousness, and also the organization and
fighting capacity of the masses is raised
in preparation for going over to the armed
struggle to seize power when the revolu-
tionary crisis breaks out.”

This process and this struggle has a
definite aim —simply put, we are working
to bring the masses to the position where
they are willing and determined to put
everything on the line for revolution,
where they grasp both the necessity and
the possibility for this. This, in essence, is
the “public opinion” we are creating.

This should not be understood as a
process of “patient education.” It is an all-
around process with different dimen-
sions—it encompasses mass struggles in
various forms and building organization,
both the Party itself and mass organiza-
tions of various kinds, as well as exposing
the system, bringing to light its ugly fea-
tures, its utter worthlessness, and the
necessity of overthrowing it. And all this
goes into preparing the masses and the
Party itself for the all-out struggle to
seize power.



The Pivotal Role
of the Party’s Press

Within this whole process, the Party’s
newspaper plays a pivotal role. Through
its exposures, it reveals the different and
conflicting class interests and class forces
involved in all such events, and gives peo-
ple a sense of the thoroughly reactionary
nature of the system and the need for
revolution. It battles the bourgeoisie in
the realm of public opinion on the biggest
issues and questions of the day.

The paper not only exposes the enemy
and its crimes, it rouses the people in
struggle and supports the outbreaks of
protest and rebellion that repeatedly
erupt among the masses.

Beyond the work of the Party to build
mass resistance to the imperialist system,
this system itself and its endless abuses
and outrages all over the world, awaken
people to political life and draw them into
struggle. Especially through its news-
paper, the Party can “stretch a line” into
these protests and rebellions, supporting
these outbreaks, helping those involved to
draw the links between particular injus-
tices and the overall oppressive nature of
the system and how all this is rooted in
the fundamental nature of this system,
helping fighters on one front to become
fighters on all fronts against the system,
and influencing them in a revolutionary
direction.

In an overall way, the paper analyzes
the key events and struggles in the coun-
try and the world as a whole, using the
method of Marxism-Leninism-Maoism
and the line of the Party. As experience
has repeatedly shown, those who regular-
ly read the Party’s newspaper and are
trained in (or at least significantly influ-
enced by) this line and outlook are better
able to grasp the essence and importance
of these questions and generally to act in
a more conscious and determined way
around them.

During the all-out struggle for power,
the class-conscious section of the working
class will form the backbone of the revo-
lutionary army of the proletariat. At the
core of that must be the vanguard party
and those systematically trained in the
party’s line. That core wont suddenly
spring into being—it needs to be forged
and developed now, as a seed of the future

of revolution. And the newspaper plays a
critical role in developing it.

The paper not only shows the masses,
especially those awakened to political life
and activity, why and how to support the
many protests and rebellions of different
sections of the people; it also enables
them to see both the strengths and the
limitations of all the different class forces
that fight against the system. In this way
people can come to understand that it is
only the proletariat—the class whose
exploitation is the foundation of the
capitalist system, and which has nothing
to lose but its chains—that can be the
backbone of a struggle to actually over-
throw this system and revolutionize all of
society.

The Party’s paper also brings out how
the different sections of the working class
are part of the single multinational prole-
tariat in the U.S. and, further, how the
proletariat in this country is one with the
proletariat worldwide. It gives people a
vision of the communist future and a
sense of the experience of the proletariat
worldwide in making revolution and
carrying out the socialist transformation
of society toward the final aim of commu-
nism.

It plays a key role in educating the
masses with the internationalist stand of
the proletariat and training them to
actively apply this in supporting the rev-
olutionary struggles of the proletariat
and oppressed masses throughout the
world. It takes on the dog-eat-dog ideolo-
gy of the enemy in many different ways
and explains the communist outlook and
method for understanding, and changing,
the world.

In this way, the paper plays a particu-
larly important role in developing the
class-consciousness of the proletariat—its
sense of itself as a class that is antagonis-
tically opposed to the bourgeoisie and the
capitalist system, and that has the poten-
tial power to lead the people to remake
the world through revolution.

The paper shows people that such a
revolutionary struggle is possible—and it
shows that there is a political party that
can lead such a struggle, a political party
that speaks and acts for those with noth-
ing to lose but their chains: The
Revolutionary Communist Party, USA.

In short, the newspaper is pivotal in
carrying out our Central Task as an all-
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around process, an active process of
exposing the system and of engaging the
enemy in struggle, and building up the
revolutionary organization of the prole-
tariat and its allies—all as preparation
for waging the revolutionary war, with
the prospect of winning, when the time is
ripe.

The role of the newspaper will assume
even greater importance as the revolu-
tionary situation develops, when events
clatter with machine-gun speed and pub-
lic opinion goes through rapid shifts and
turns, when masses in their millions will
be looking for guidance on how to live and
how to die, and when the changing shape
of public opinion will have very direct
implications for the timing of a revolu-
tionary uprising.

“Schools of War”
and the War Itself

Our Party’s Central Task is also a
means for dealing with a major contradic-
tion we face in making revolution in a
country like the U.S. The insurrection
should not be started, as Chairman
Avakian has put it, “until the system has
gotten into deep crisis and the ruling
powers are weakened and fighting among
themselves, while growing numbers of
the oppressed people are more and more
refusing to put up with the system and
more and more ready to put everything on
the line to bring it down. But before you
reach that point, you definitely cannot let
the system and its enforcers just keep on
beating the people down and robbing
them without resistance.”

As Chairman Avakian goes on to say,
“You have to lead the people to fight back,
you have to move masses of people to bat-
tle the system in a way that is guided by
revolutionary ideology and serves revolu-
tionary aims. And through all this you
have to build up the revolutionary con-
sciousness and organization of the
masses, with the Maoist vanguard party
at the very core, and prepare the revolu-
tionary people to wage people’s war when
the conditions for that are ripe.”

The Party must support the masses
when they fight back and often must take
responsibility for initiating and organiz-
ing such struggles when the people face
especially sharp attacks. In relation to
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these struggles, and in regard to all the
major questions in society and world
events, the Party must expose the real
source of the problem, which is not just
this or that politician, boss, or cop, but the
whole imperialist system. The Party must
promote the real solution—proletarian
revolution.

These struggles are not the war itself.
Armed insurrection and civil war is some-
thing qualitatively different than even
the hardest fought and most militant
mass struggle, way beyond even a mas-
sive rebellion. But, viewed from the van-
tage point of preparing for such a revolu-
tionary war, today’s mass struggles are
immensely important.

Especially as the Party influences mass
struggles and helps develop them “in a
way that is guided by revolutionary ideol-
ogy and serves revolutionary aims,” they
can be schools of war, contributing to the
development of the masses’ fighting
capacity and sense of organization, stiff-
ening their determination in the face of
the enemy’s attempts to crush them, and
helping them to see the need to build
resistance as part of a revolutionary
movement. This resistance can awaken
and inspire others, dramatically reveal-
ing the injustice of the system to thou-
sands and even millions more, and there-
by helping to create public opinion for
revolution.

Here once again the Party’s newspaper
plays a critical role. Its exposures of the
enemy propel the masses into battle. It
popularizes those battles and other
important struggles throughout society,
galvanizing mass support and sparking
others to rise up. It shows the real source
of the problem and the real solution. It
lays out guidance for the broad masses
involved in these battles, helping them to
firm up their ranks, keep the spearhead
pointed at the main enemy, and unite all
who can be united—at times waging
polemics with other forces involved over
whether and how best to do all that.

Revolutionary Organization

What is the importance of the orienta-
tion that “through all this you have to
build up the revolutionary consciousness
and organization of the masses, with the
Maoist vanguard party at the very core™?



The seizure of power cannot be carried
out by people just coming together on the
spot when a revolutionary situation
erupts. While millions will then suddenly
flood into motion, with the potential to be
organized and forged into an army, there
will need to be a very cohesive force with
an effective division of labor already in
the field to seize on and lead this—to act
as the backbone of that army and to
enable it to launch the insurrection with
the massive and concentrated force of
tens of thousands, quickly incorporating
millions, to defeat the counterattack by
the armed forces of the ruling class, to
maintain and strengthen the cohesion
and fighting capacity of the revolutionary
armed forces, and to successfully stay on
the offensive.

To be able to seize on a revolutionary
situation, the Party will need tens of thou-
sands of organized ties in the major
cities—masses trained in its line and
under its leadership. These tens of thou-
sands would be called on to lead millions
when “all of a sudden” —that is, with the
eruption of a severe crisis—millions start
to bust loose. While the onset of a revolu-
tionary crisis would enable the Party to
recruit and forge organized ties on a far
greater scale than during ordinary times,
the Party cannot wait until the last
minute to get started. The Party must
urgently build this organization now in
order to be able to make those greater
leaps when the opportunity does develop.

The tens of thousands of organized ties
must be painstakingly, consciously, and
systematically built in the whole period of
preparation leading up to the time of a
revolutionary crisis. These organized ties
must be built with the strategic objectives
of the proletarian revolution in mind—
they must be built so wisely and so well
that the enemy cannot know where the
lines of the organization run and cannot
destroy or fundamentally disrupt this
organization.

A vanguard party would face a tremen-
dous amount of responsibility in a revolu-
tionary situation in a country like the
U.S. In order to determine exactly when
to launch the insurrection, the party
would need ties that were both firm and
wide-ranging enough to enable the party
to keep pace with the rapidly changing
sentiments of different sections of the
people in the midst of a ripening revolu-

tionary situation. The party’s organized
ties would also enable it to divert and
direct mass outpourings into a growing
revolutionary torrent and bring broader
ranks of the proletariat and oppressed
masses to the revolutionary position as
the crisis further developed.

The vanguard party would have to be
widespread and well organized enough to
be able to coordinate the insurrection in
the major cities and continually strength-
en and lead the revolutionary army in
waging people’s war to defeat and shatter
the armed forces of counter-revolution.
Only in this way will the outpouring of
millions demanding a better world not be
misdirected and dissipated—or crushed
and broken. Only in this way will the rev-
olutionary opportunity not be missed —or
thrown away.

Building the Party Itself
Is a Crucial Part
of Revolutionary Preparation

Many different kinds of organization
will play an important role in the period
of preparation for revolution, and then
with the eruption of the revolutionary cri-
sis there would be the need to rapidly
bring into being many new organized
forces of revolutionary masses, most espe-
cially the revolutionary army of the prole-
tariat. But the one force at the core of all
this, through both the period of revolu-
tionary preparation and all through the
seizure of power itself, must be the van-
guard party of the proletariat.

The Party is made up of the most dedi-
cated fighters for revolution, those who
devote their lives to this cause and who
struggle wholeheartedly to grasp and
apply the revolutionary ideology of
Marxism-Leninism-Maoism (MLM).
Building and strengthening the Party is
essential to making revolution. This is a
crucial aspect of carrying out the Central
Task.

The Party must continually bring in
and train fresh forces, particularly from
the proletariat as well as the revolution-
ary youth, training all members to con-
stantly deepen their grasp and applica-
tion of MLM. Here, too, the newspaper is
pivotal—both in ideologically and politi-
cally leading and training the masses and
the Party members, and in its ability to
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serve as one important organizational
connection between the Party and masses.
The paper is a key link not only in creat-
ing public opinion very broadly, not only
in “preparing minds,” but also in “organ-
izing forces.”

Strongholds and
“Stretching a Line”

As a key aspect of revolutionary prepa-
ration, the Party must build organized
strongholds of revolutionary activity in
key proletarian neighborhoods and work-
places. In these strongholds the Party
and the advanced masses set revolution-
ary standards and strive to command
political leadership and authority.

The Party develops its “political author-
ity” in such areas through a combination
of leading the masses in struggle in a way
that is guided by revolutionary aims,
widely distributing its press, popularizing
and struggling broadly for the communist
way of looking at the world, helping the
masses forge collective solutions to the
problems they face, etc. These strong-
holds should also be hubs of internation-
alist activity, where masses know about
and support Maoist people’s wars and
other revolutionary struggles around the
world.

These strongholds serve to create pub-
lic opinion very broadly and play a key
role in preparing the minds and organiz-
ing the forces who will lead the millions
when a revolutionary opening emerges.
Strongholds like this would be crucial, in
the future, in forging the revolutionary
army of the proletariat to seize that revo-
lutionary opening.

At the same time, the Party must also
extend its influence and build organized
ties throughout suburban and rural
areas. Organized ties in such areas are
important as part of all-around prepara-
tion for revolution. And organization
there would also be essential in prevent-
ing the imperialists from isolating and
crushing the proletariat in the urban
cores when the revolutionary situation
arises and the insurrection is launched.

As spoken to earlier, one way the Party
builds organized ties is by using its paper
to “stretch a line” to the movements that
arise among different strata in various
places. This means bringing the Party’s
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analysis to these struggles and, where
possible, forging organizational links to
the people and organizations involved.
“Stretching a line” serves a dual pur-
pose: in addition to helping forge the key
organizational links described above, it
can also strengthen the struggles that
arise among various sections of the people,
helping them to focus their outrage and
resistance against the enemy and maxi-
mizing their positive impact on public
opinion and the political terrain overall.

Nurturing the Seeds
of the Future Today

Our Party has struggled hard, over
many years, to develop this understand-
ing of how to carry out revolutionary work
in a citadel of imperialism. This orienta-
tion involves carrying out revolutionary
work from the “armed insurrection and
civil war back”—that is, grasping first of
all what is needed to begin a revolution-
ary struggle for power, and drawing the
links between that and the work we do at
every point in the process that precedes
the development of the revolutionary sit-
uation and the all-out struggle for power.

This means doing our work—our expo-
sure of the system, our support for out-
breaks of protest and rebellion among the
masses, our initiation and leadership of
mass struggles, our building of organiza-
tion, and all the other aspects of our
Central Task—in such a way that the
seeds of seizing power are nurtured and
developed even in circumstances where
the ongoing focus rests on creating public
opinion in an all-around way for proletar-
ian revolution.

The Party’s orientation of evaluating
all its work in terms of how it serves the
strategic objective of seizing power and
contributing as fully as possible to revolu-
tion worldwide must be popularized
among the masses. This will help the peo-
ple to view all major world events—and to
take part in major struggles in society —
from the standpoint of influencing and
moving things toward the eventual armed
insurrection. Raising and popularizing
this, now and in an ongoing way, is a nec-
essary and crucial part of overall prepa-
ration for the armed struggle—for the
shift in emphasis to the “seize power”
aspect of our Central Task when the situ-



ation ripens.

As Chairman Avakian has written,
“Such political preparation is the most
important way to influence the political
terrain now, to plant and nurture the
seeds and shoots of a future armed upris-
ing, to learn more fully the features of the
enemy and all classes and strata in socie-
ty, and to develop—especially among the
advanced, with the party at the core—the
political ability and ‘maturity’ to handle
the extremely complex, tortuous, and
magnified character of the revolutionary
situation, when it does ripen, and of the
actual revolutionary armed struggle for
power.”

One aspect of this is the need to seize
on crises, even “mini-crises”—such as mil-
itary encounters and wars in which the
imperialists are engaged, particularly
where important blows are struck against
them; or a financial panic, internationally
and/or within the U.S. itself; or situations
where serious conflict and even bitter
contention among different factions with-
in the ruling class bursts into the open.

Even where a particular crisis is not
immediately accompanied by an outpour-
ing of mass struggle, there may be poten-
tial for such struggle to erupt. And in
such crises (or “mini-crises”), there is the
basis for important revolutionary work,
including further exposure of the system
and the ruling class.

And especially when many different
political forces come into motion and soci-
ety is in an uproar of debate and contro-
versy, it is crucial to maximize the gains
for the revolutionary movement. These
are times when many features appear in
embryo that can school the Party and the
masses and provide them with aspects of
a “rehearsal” for the major crisis ahead.

When tens of thousands of mainly mid-
dle class youth militantly take to the
streets to oppose the conditions of the
masses in sweatshops around the planet
and other effects of imperialist “globaliza-
tion,” we can see not only the irrepress-
ible desire of the youth to fight for a more
just world but also how the “normal rou-
tines” of millions could be disrupted as
they are suddenly drawn into active
debate about world affairs.

Or when upsurges in Mexico inspire
and activate people with ties to Mexico,
immigrants, youth, and others within the
U.S., we can see the potential for revolu-

tionary struggles in Mexico to even more
powerfully reverberate into the U.S., and
vice versa.

It is important in this light to recall the
1992 rebellion that erupted in Los
Angeles. Proletarians and other basic
masses of all nationalities powerfully rose
up against the oppression of Black people
and other oppressed nationalities. People
in other cities followed suit, both with
rebellions and other forms of struggle,
including armed self-defense. Broad sec-
tions of the middle class got a big wake-up
call, and many were won to sympathy and
support for the resistance. At the same
time, the police and then the National
Guard had big problems enforcing “law
and order” for several days.

In the events of that L.A. rebellion—
and other great rebellions, too—we can
see, again, outlines of what could happen
on an even greater scale in a major social
crisis: where the middle strata could be
realigned in support of a fighting prole-
tariat; where the authority and power of
the ruling class would no longer be capa-
ble of intimidating and bludgeoning the
masses into submission; where all the
suppressed outrage would not only
explode but be channeled and directed
toward its source and toward the solu-
tion—the capitalist system and its over-
throw.

This country has never seen a revolu-
tionary struggle for power led by the pro-
letariat. That’s true. But it did witness
during the 1960s a revolutionary mass
movement that shook it to its foundations.

The Vietnam War reverberated
throughout U.S. society...and the whole
world. The Black liberation struggle
raged in hundreds of cities, large and
small, and other oppressed peoples rose
in widespread militant resistance. Youth
very broadly, in the middle class but also
among lower sections of the masses,
rebelled against the suffocating and
repressive “culture,” conventions, rules
and regulations of the established order.
The revolt of women against their subju-
gated position developed to a whole new
and powerful dimension.

And increasingly, all these different
streams of revolt began to find common
cause and to support and unite with each
other. People in their millions, including
in the middle class, began to question the
very legitimacy of the government’s rule.
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A “revolutionary people” was emerging on
the scene.

Sharp divisions developed within the
ruling class over how to deal with their
losing war in Vietnam and the social up-
heaval in the U.S.

And both the internal conflicts within
the ruling class and the struggle of mil-
lions of people against the system rever-
berated in Vietnam itself, where the U.S.
bourgeoisie’s main pillar of power—its
own armed forces—began to crack and
rebel, with not only individual soldiers
but at times whole units challenging mil-
itary authority to the point of attacking
their officers and battling other units sent
to quell them.

Since that time as well, in many parts
of the world—in Iran in 1979, the
Philippines in 1986, Eastern and Central
Europe in the late 1980s and early 1990s,
and elsewhere—there have been major
political crises and mass outpourings and
uprisings that have played a key part in
the fall of certain regimes which had pre-
viously been very powerfully entrenched.

It is true that in many of these coun-
tries the revolutionary road has features
significantly different from a country like
the U.S. And it is also true that those
movements have generally been dominat-
ed by opportunist forces opposed to prole-
tarian revolution and working to keep
things under the control of the bour-
geoisie and the imperialists. But they
offer important lessons, even for proletar-
ian revolution in a country like the U.S.

Events like these provide a glimpse of
how a mass uprising of the people, in
which the class-conscious proletariat is
able to successfully contend for and win
leadership, might be developed into an
actual revolutionary war to overthrow
bourgeois rule altogether.

All this gives a sense of what would go
into a crisis severe enough to create an
opening for a revolutionary struggle to
seize power in a country like the U.S. Of
course, no one can predict the exact
makeup of such a crisis; when it comes it
will, no doubt, have many totally un-
anticipated features.

Moreover, no one can predict exactly
which crisis will actually mature into a
revolutionary situation. So not only must
the Party use such crises as “rehearsals”
or “testing grounds,” it must also push
every opening to the maximum, always
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looking for the possibility of transforming
something that begins as a “mini-crisis”
into a full-blown revolutionary situation.

The Final Aim Must Guide All
Our Work

As noted, this whole orientation—of
focusing on the seizure of power and
working back from there—has had to be
fought for. The greatest danger for parties
in imperialist countries has been the ten-
dency to divorce the situation and the
work of the party at any given time from
the revolutionary goal—to put all one’s
emphasis on building the struggles of
today in a way that does NOT nurture the
seeds of tomorrow, and, for all intents and
purposes, to put revolution off into a
never-never land.

To the extent that a party gets so
immersed in today’s situation and strug-
gles that it fails to concretely forge the
links to the future armed uprising, it will
promote illusions among the masses, help
to restrain the struggle of the masses
within limits acceptable to and easily con-
tained by the bourgeoisie, and set the
masses up for a devastating defeat when
a revolutionary situation does emerge.

Lenin criticized this orientation as “the
movement is everything, the final aim is
nothing.” As we have said, the question is
not whether to relate to today’s struggles,
but how and with what aim. The Party
works to win the masses to see that every
major outrage in society, all the howling
injustices throughout the world, are root-
ed in the capitalist-imperialist system
and the rule of the bourgeoisie, and that
there is only one solution to all this—pro-
letarian revolution. And, through all its
work, it forges in the masses the ability to
carry through that revolution to victory.

The Party must carry out political work
wherever the masses are found in signifi-
cant numbers—in neighborhoods, work-
places, schools, and important mass
organizations.

In recent years one significant develop-
ment among the working class is that
immigrant workers and lower-paid prole-
tarians have begun to wage major strug-
gles to organize unions. Other kinds of
progressive political ferment (for
instance, taking up struggles against
police brutality) have also gone on among



unionized workers. This has created fur-
ther openings for revolutionary work in
relation to the unions.

At the same time, in carrying out such
work, as in all the Party’s work, it is nec-
essary to resist the pulls to restrict things
to the terms and limits of the immediate
struggle and to put to the side the revolu-
tionary line of the Party. This would
amount to pitching things to the political
level of the intermediate or even the more
backward masses, rather than bringing
forward the revolutionary mission of the
proletariat, drawing the links between
the particular struggle and that larger,
strategic objective, and drawing forward
the advanced to the revolutionary banner.

In general, it does not help the masses,
and in fact it actually holds them back, to
come to them with anything less than the
whole truth of what is fundamentally
required for humanity’s liberation. Our
highest goal and the greatest way to serve
the people is to lead them to make prole-
tarian revolution and move forward
towards communism. Communists must
be bold in this work and bold in repre-
senting this whole vision and historic
mission to the masses.

Conclusion

Having gone into many different ele-
ments of the Party’s Central Task, it is
important to return to the overall charac-
ter and objective of this Central Task.
Chairman Avakian has summed up the
whole process encompassed in our
Central Task in a very concentrated way:

“You have to lead the people to
fight back, you have to move masses

of people to battle the system in a

way that is guided by revolutionary

ideology and serves revolutionary

aims. And through all this you have
to build up the revolutionary con-
sciousness and organization of the
masses, with the Maoist vanguard
party at the very core, and prepare
the revolutionary people to wage peo-
ple’s war when the conditions for that
are ripe.

“Build the places where we live and
work as strong bases of support for
proletarian revolution, with a deep
and firm Party organization as the
bedrock foundation. Spread our influ-
ence throughout society, especially
where people are protesting and
rebelling. Use the Party’s newspaper
as the hub and the guide in all this,
in doing everything to help bring
about, as quickly as possible, the con-
ditions where we can begin the high-
est form of struggle—the fight for
power over society.

“The thousands who are reached
and moved now will be the backbone
and the force to lead millions when,
‘all of a sudden,” millions are starting
to bust loose. When there is a great
upheaval throughout society; when
the victims on the bottom just won’t
take it anymore; when those on top
are in real trouble and are fighting
among themselves; when many of
those in the middle support us, or at
least don’t feel like fighting to defend
this system: Then it is time to strike
—and to hold nothing back—time to
take power by force and arms. That
time is coming, and we must get our-
selves and others ready for it.”
CREATE PUBLIC OPINION, SEIZE

POWER! Prepare Minds and Organize
Forces for Revolution. This is the bridge
from the present to the future; fulfilling
this whole process is the Central Task of
the Party.
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The United Front Under the
Leadership of the Proletariat
Part I: Why and How the Proletariat Builds
and Leads the United Front

For a revolution to succeed in the U.S.,
a vast and diverse array of forces will have
to be brought into the field of battle. For a
revolution to succeed in the U.S., these
forces will have to be united under the
uncompromising revolutionary leadership
of the proletariat and its vanguard party.

The united front is a basic alliance of
classes opposed to imperialism led by the
one class, the proletariat, that can mar-
shal the necessary forces to overthrow the
existing order and lead in creating a rad-
ically different kind of society. This united
front is built in the midst of struggles and
in relation to key political and ideological
issues and conflicts in society.

In the specific conditions of U.S. society,
the heart of the united front is the
alliance between the struggle of the prole-
tariat of all nationalities to end all
oppression and exploitation through pro-
letarian revolution and the struggles of
the Black, Chicano, Puerto Rican, Native
American, and other oppressed nationali-
ties against their oppression as peoples.

Why must the class-conscious proletari-
at mobilize the strength and determina-
tion of different sections of people? In
short, because the revolutionary prole-
tariat is serious about winning, in the
fullest sense.

In a country like the U.S., it will not be
possible to launch and successfully wage
armed insurrection without a vast array
of allies in broad and diverse segments of
society. Without this, how would the
insurrection break out of and break
through the efforts of the enemy to con-
tain, suppress, and annihilate the insur-
rection in its initial strongholds in the
urban cores—and seize countrywide
power?

And after the proletariat has seized
power, it will not be possible to carry for-
ward the transformation of society as part
of the worldwide proletarian revolution
unless the class-conscious proletariat
unites with, engages, struggles with and
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leads these broad and diverse strata. And,
over a whole period, the proletariat must
bring about a radical change in their
material conditions and world outlook—in
accordance with the final aim of abolish-
ing class distinctions altogether with the
achievement of communism worldwide.

Bringing About
a Favorable Repolarization

Right now, the alignment of forces in
U.S. society is not the one needed to make
proletarian revolution. Alignments, how-
ever, can dramatically shift, and relative-
ly suddenly, in response to major changes
in international, political, social, and eco-
nomic conditions. (This happened, on a
vast scale, in the U.S. during the 1960s
and early ’70s.) But the class-conscious
proletariat does not passively await
changes in objective conditions. Align-
ments are consciously “worked on” by the
two major class antagonists in society —
the bourgeoisie and the proletariat.

The bourgeoisie, as the ruling class,
works to create and maintain a “reac-
tionary polarization.” It does this through
force and threat, through political manip-
ulation and deception, through media lies
and ideological campaigns calculated to
provoke confusion, fear, and misguided
resentment among various social strata.

In particular, the bourgeoisie aims to
enlist the support of the middle strata for
its attacks on the basic masses—from
social spending cuts to heightened police-
state repression, from anti-immigrant
measures to the reinforcing of segregation
and discrimination. In all of this, the rul-
ing class tries to deflect the anger and
anxiety of many in the middle class away
from the system and towards the exploit-
ed and oppressed masses. This “reac-
tionary polarization” serves to fortify the
oppressive rule of the bourgeoisie by
maintaining the “loyalty” of different



strata and isolating those on the bottom
of society, seeking to convince them they
will have no allies when they fight back.

The proletariat, through the leadership
of its party, seeks to bring about a favor-
able repolarization. It aims for an align-
ment in which large sections of society,
including among the numerically large
middle strata, come to see their fate as
being tied to that of the proletariat, and
can ultimately be won to support, or at
least not oppose, the revolutionary over-
throw of imperialist rule. Revolutionary
work today is aimed at this strategic
objective, and is in fact impacting the
political terrain precisely in this direction.

Many in the middle strata in the U.S.
enjoy considerable privileges under this
system and do not readily identify with
the oppressed in the U.S. and other parts
of the world. But radical change is in the
fundamental interests of the great major-
ity of people in U.S. society. They will gain
far more than they will lose through pro-
letarian revolution—not only the econom-
ic security and social well-being that cap-
italism cannot fundamentally provide
but, even more importantly, a meaningful
and liberating social existence.

So the bourgeoisie and the proletariat
wage a “fight for the middle.”

The “Two 90/10s”

It is not possible to know, in advance,
where all the different social strata and
forces will line up when the showdown
comes. That will be determined by the
actual event. But the class-conscious pro-
letariat must aim to win over the great
majority.

Our Party calls this the strategic orien-
tation of the “two 90/10s.” That is, the
class-conscious proletariat must seek to
win over the “90 percent,” whose funda-
mental interests ultimately lie with prole-
tarian revolution, against the “10 per-
cent”’—the ruling class and its die-hard
supporters—within the U.S. while doing
this in unity with the “90 percent” inter-
nationally, the great majority of the peo-
ple of the world who suffer exploitation
and oppression under the domination of
imperialism and its allies and puppets.

It must be recognized that there are
significant contradictions involved in
these “two 90/10s” —contradictions which

at times can become quite acute. In a
country like the U.S., the requirements of
upholding and applying proletarian inter-
nationalism and acting in accordance
with the interests of the “90 percent” of
the world’s people can, in a number of cir-
cumstances, bring the class-conscious
proletariat into conflict with the more
narrow interests of segments of society,
particularly the more privileged strata.

In order to correctly handle these con-
tradictions—and the often acute “ten-
sions” involved—the proletarian van-
guard must at all times keep uppermost
the fundamental interests of the prole-
tariat and masses of people worldwide
and at the same time persevere, from a
strategic standpoint, in its work to win
over the broadest number from all strata
among the people.

It must also be firmly grasped that this
“90/10” orientation does not mean that it
is first necessary to win over the great
majority of the people before waging the
all-out struggle to seize power. Even in
the context of a revolutionary crisis, it is
likely that far fewer than 90 percent will
be in the camp of the revolutionary prole-
tariat at the time when the armed insur-
rection must be launched. To “wait for the
majority” under those circumstances
would mean a historic opportunity would
be lost and the proletariat would suffer a
devastating setback.

Such an insurrection, and the civil war
to follow, must indeed be the act of masses
of people—it must involve millions in
fighting and supporting this people’s
war—or it will have no chance of success.
But it is important to keep in mind that
one of the distinguishing features of revo-
lutionary war—including armed insurrec-
tion as well as civil war—is that a large
part of those who are ultimately won to
support the revolutionary side may at
first be inactive, be at best in a position of
“friendly neutrality” toward the revolu-
tionary war, or may even at the start be
in, or inclined toward, the enemy camp.

About one thing there should be no illu-
sion: Revolution in this citadel of imperial-
ism will have as one of its defining features
the clash between “two sections of the peo-
ple.” The bourgeoisie will mobilize sub-
stantial numbers behind its reactionary
banner from among sections of the middle
class and even from the working class.

The revolutionary proletariat must
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work, all throughout the process preced-
ing the development of a revolutionary
situation, to win allies as broadly as pos-
sible and to lay the strongest basis for
winning still broader numbers once the
struggle for power has begun. It must
dare to launch the revolutionary war
when the time is ripe, and it must perse-
vere in fighting, defeating, and disman-
tling the imperialist army and counter-
revolutionary forces drawn from among
backward sections of the people at any
given time. But it must also persevere in
the orientation of seeking to win increas-
ing sections of the people away from the
enemy camp and into the revolutionary
camp as the revolutionary war advances.

Why must the class-conscious proletari-
at be oriented to unite the great majority,
even though the balance of forces may be
far from that at any given point? Because
if the proletariat writes off potential
allies, if it shrinks from waging that
“fight for the middle,” difficult as it is,
then it will fall short in making revolu-
tion. It will undermine its ability to bring
about the most favorable alignment of
forces, both in particular situations and
in the overall process of the revolution; it
will seriously undercut its ability to carry
out its historic revolutionary mission.

International Factors

The united front within the U.S. must
be built as part of a worldwide struggle to
overthrow imperialism and all reac-
tionary forces. It is being built in a world
context in which national economies are
highly integrated, in which political
struggles and revolutionary movements
in different parts of the world can have
enormous international repercussions.

For instance, in the late 1960s and
early '70s, the Vietnamese war of libera-
tion against U.S. imperialism spurred for-
ward and helped give a revolutionary
edge to the Black liberation struggle and
radical movements among other sections
of the people in the U.S. itself.

The international situation will greatly
influence the conditions and prospects for
revolution in the U.S. Important interna-
tional factors include whether the imperi-
alists are bogged down in wars, the
advance of revolutionary wars and the
intensity of revolutionary upsurges
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around the world, whether turns in the
world economy are resulting in major eco-
nomic dislocations, and whether victori-
ous revolutions have led to socialist states.

The international situation will also
greatly affect the development of and
forms of alliance within the united front
in the U.S. It will affect the specific char-
acter and degree of unity with the middle
strata, the alignment within the broader
working class itself, and the concrete poli-
cies that a successful revolution might
have to adopt, including the concessions it
might have to make to better-off strata in
order to maintain their support.

The Basis for the
United Front

U.S. society is teeming with contradic-
tions and struggles: Repression and
inequality faced by Black people and
other oppressed nationalities, patriarchy
and subjugation of women, attacks on
immigrants, the alienation experienced
by youth, economic pressures on the mid-
dle class, the demeaning of intellectuals
and artists by the dictates of commercial-
ization. These and other contradictions
and struggles have specific historical fea-
tures and particular social dimensions,
but they are all bound up with the funda-
mental nature and fundamental contra-
diction of the capitalist-imperialist sys-
tem. Herein lies the material basis for
building the united front.

Broad social movements are critically
important to the revolutionary process.
Not only do they draw diverse sections of
society into political life and struggle, but
they also affect the proletariat. These
movements draw proletarians into the
struggle, and they influence the political
atmosphere and terms of debate in socie-
ty. This helps to awaken and embolden
the proletariat.

So while the vanguard works to maxi-
mize the development of a revolutionary
movement and revolutionary political
atmosphere at the base of society, among
the most exploited and oppressed, it also
works to maximize the radical thrust and
society-wide impact of social movements
among middle strata.

The class-conscious proletariat aims to
direct the many streams of resistance
against the enemy, and to unite these



streams into a powerful revolutionary tor-
rent. The united front is not about “wheel-
ing and dealing” among political opera-
tives for short-term advantage, nor is it the
politics of “you scratch my back, I'll scratch
yours.” It is a strategy for revolution, the
class alliance to overthrow imperialism.

Maintaining Independence
and Initiative

in the United Front,
Struggling for Leadership

The proletariat must “unite all who can
be united.” But without the initiative and
independent role of the class-conscious
proletariat, the unity that is built with
other class forces will not be as broad or
as powerful as it can and must be. The
proletariat, through its vanguard party,
must strive to lead the united front. And
unless the proletariat does achieve over-
all leadership of the united front, the
united front will not serve revolution and
the interests of the masses will suffer.

It is not as though this work of building
the united front is carried out in a
vacuum. Other class forces and programs
contend for leadership of mass struggles
and movements. Forces arise from the
middle strata which often bring forward
positive contributions, but also proposals
and programs which represent the “in-
between” position and vacillating charac-
ter of the middle class. In addition, the
bourgeoisie also has its political opera-
tives, who consciously attempt to disrupt
alliances among the people and steer the
movement into bounds acceptable to the
bourgeoisie.

The proletarian party has to analyze
and sort out these different kinds of con-
tradictions (which can often be tangled up
together and confusing). It has to carry on
the appropriate kinds of debate, discus-
sion, and criticism of the different pro-
grams in the field, and work to point the
spearhead of the struggle against the rul-
ing class, uniting all who can be united
and making sure that the interests of the
proletariat and oppressed masses are pro-
tected and advanced.

Political leadership cannot be won if the
proletarian vanguard acts in a disdainful
and standoffish way towards forces with
which it should be working to build unity.

But neither can this leadership be won if
the vanguard fails to distinguish the out-
look and programme of the revolutionary
proletariat from those of other class
forces. Nor will leadership be won if the
vanguard abandons the strategic revolu-
tionary interests of the proletariat in the
name of meeting the demands of any par-
ticular situation or preserving the unity of
any particular struggle.

It would be wrong, it would cut off poten-
tial allies, to insist that revolution be the
basis of unity and dividing line in mass
struggles, movements, and organizations
in today’s conditions. But, while uniting
broadly with many diverse forces for objec-
tives short of revolution, the Party must,
at every point and all along the way, bold-
ly bring forward the banner of proletarian
revolution and seek to win increasing
numbers of people to this banner.

In all the work of developing the United
Front under the Leadership of the Prole-
tariat, the Party must pay systematic
attention to building organized ties among
different sections of the people. This has
great strategic implications. (For a further
discussion of this, see the appendix
“Create Public Opinion, Seize Power....”)

The Party must also pay systematic
attention to bringing forward and recruit-
ing the most advanced fighters into its
ranks. This is of decisive importance in
strengthening the ability of the proletari-
at to broaden the united front and to win
leadership within this united front.

Through the carrying out of this strate-
gy, and through the twists and turns of
this overall process, the proletariat
increasingly comes forward under its own
revolutionary banner, in particular bat-
tles and in the struggle as a whole. It
increasingly mounts the political stage as
a more and more class-conscious and
powerful force. It develops its political
understanding. It gains a deeper sense of
its own class interests and politics, and of
the strengths and weaknesses of other
classes and strata whom it must unite
and lead in order to make revolution.

The Strategic Orientation in
Building the United Front

An important objective in building the
United Front under the Leadership of the
Proletariat is to move people from being
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“fighters on one front” to becoming “fight-
ers on all fronts.” People must be won to
see that all the profound outrages in soci-
ety and throughout the world stem from
the same source: the capitalist-imperial-
ist system and the rule of the bourgeoisie.

The united front, then, is not static but
something dynamic and in motion. New
forces repeatedly come forward, while
others previously involved move to a more
advanced position (and some others fall
back, at least temporarily). And, as the
contradictions of the imperialist system
intensify, including as a result of advanc-
ing revolutionary struggles throughout
the world, the sentiments of masses of
people and their political orientation and
activity undergo radical changes. As
things approach and then reach the level
of a revolutionary crisis, it then becomes
possible, and necessary, to win very broad
ranks of the people, not only among the
proletariat but among other strata as
well, to the revolutionary position.

At times like this, the strategic objec-
tives embodied in the line of the Party will
represent the immediate answer to the
burning problems of the day, and will be
seen as such by large sections of the peo-
ple. It will then be the mass line—capable
of galvanizing and mobilizing millions—
that the urgent demands of the masses
are only realizable through revolution.

At this point, the lines and programs of
other forces, representing objectives and
“solutions” other than proletarian revolu-
tion, will be increasingly shown to fall far
short of meeting the urgent needs and
demands of the masses. Those who insist
on clinging to these lines and programs
will be increasingly paralyzed political-
ly—and/or will be shown to be clearly in
the camp of imperialism and counter-
revolution.

As this develops, through a combina-
tion of the intensifying objective contra-
dictions and the all-around work of the
Party, the basis of unity of broad mass
movements and organizations, and of the
united front as a whole, can and must be
revolution: the all-out struggle to seize
power under the leadership of the prole-
tariat and its vanguard.

This is the fundamental orientation
with which the Party must carry out its
strategy of United Front under the
Leadership of the Proletariat.
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The Key Alliance for
Making Revolution in the U.S.

The most important and strategic
alliance for making proletarian revolu-
tion in the United States is the alliance
between the struggle of the proletariat, of
all nationalities, to end all oppression and
exploitation through the overthrow of
capitalism and the advance to commu-
nism worldwide and the struggles of
Black, Chicano, Puerto Rican, Native
American, and other oppressed nationali-
ties to end their oppression as peoples.

The Party calls this the solid core of the
united front under proletarian leader-
ship. It is crucial to the victory of the
socialist revolution in this country.

The whole history and development of
capitalism in the U.S. down to today is
bound up with national oppression. Na-
tional oppression is built into the founda-
tion of capitalist society in the U.S. and
the whole structure of U.S. imperialist
rule and domination in the world. (See
appendix “Uprooting National Oppres-
sion and White Supremacy” for a detailed
analysis of this point.)

National oppression hits those on the
bottom the hardest, but it affects all
classes and strata of the oppressed nation-
alities. This oppression has given rise to
distinct national struggles and move-
ments which have shaken the imperialist
system and inspired broad sections of the
population.

From the slave rebellions through the
Civil War all the way up to the L.A. Rebel-
lion of 1992, this has been an Achilles heel
of U.S. imperialism. This was never more
evident than in the historic struggles of
the 1960s.

In the April 1968 weekend following the
assassination of Martin Luther King, Black
people in over 100 cities rebelled, fighting
police, National Guard, and the Army
itself. Around that same time, the Black
Panther Party burst onto the scene and
won hundreds of thousands of youth of all
nationalities to see the need for revolution.

The Black liberation struggle sounded a
clarion call to other oppressed nationali-
ties, and revolutionary and radical organ-
izations developed among Puerto Ricans,
Chicanos, Native Americans, and Asian
Americans. These struggles, and the sup-
port they garnered from all corners of



U.S. society (including large numbers of
white people) and even internationally,
shook U.S. society to its very foundations.

Much of the ruling class’s social policy
today, beginning with its severe police-
state measures directed at the ghettos
and barrios, is based on its fear of an even
more powerful wave of such struggles, the
basis for which could be seen again in the
L.A. Rebellion in 1992. All this points to
the great potential power of the move-
ments of the oppressed nationalities
against their oppression as peoples.

At the same time, the oppressed peo-
ples are to a large extent part of the sin-
gle multinational proletariat in the U.S.
Blacks and Latinos make up over 30 per-
cent of all machine operators, assemblers,
and laborers, and are heavily concentrat-
ed in hospitals, health care, building serv-
ices, and other sectors essential to the
generation of profit and the maintenance
of capitalism. They suffer dual oppression
—national oppression and oppression as
part of the multinational proletariat. This
is a potentially explosive combination
which puts proletarians from the op-
pressed nationalities in a crucial position
in the process of proletarian revolution.

The oppressed peoples in the U.S. are a
tremendously powerful force for revolu-
tion. Their fight for equality and emanci-
pation is bound by a “thousand links”
with the struggle of the proletariat for
socialism and lends great strength to the
revolutionary cause of the proletariat.

The only solution to national oppres-
sion is the overthrow of imperialist rule.
That is to say, while national oppression
has its own dynamic and will have to be
resolved through particular measures
and policies of the proletarian state to end
inequality, it is only through proletarian
revolution — first of all the seizure of power
but beyond that the thoroughgoing trans-
formation of society and the whole world
to achieve communism—that national
oppression (as well as all other kinds of
oppression and exploitation) can be final-
ly uprooted and abolished.

The class-conscious multinational pro-
letariat, including large numbers of the
oppressed nationalities as well as white
proletarians, will fight consciously and
directly under the proletarian revolution-
ary banner. Others from the oppressed
nationalities will fight as part of national
movements, under various banners. The

forging of the alliance of these two forces,
around a program only realizable through
and serving the proletarian revolution,
will be of decisive importance for the vic-
tory of the socialist revolution in the U.S.

Forging the Solid Core

The Party must work to forge this solid
core well before the revolutionary crisis
erupts. Throughout the process of prepar-
ing for such a crisis, the Party must be
making leaps forward in building and
strengthening the links between the revo-
lutionary movement of the class-con-
scious proletariat and the struggles of the
oppressed nationalities against their
oppression as peoples.

Historical and continuing national
oppression and sharp conditions of
inequality, along with the constant ideo-
logical barrage of white chauvinism
(racism), have given rise to real national
divisions within the U.S. working class.
Combating this is a crucial part of the
revolutionary struggle.

The class-conscious proletariat must
build the struggle against national op-
pression by working at it from two sides—
within the movements of the oppressed
peoples and among the proletariat of all
nationalities.

From one side, it must unite with the
struggles of the oppressed nationalities
and fight for the line and outlook of the
revolutionary proletariat within them. The
proletariat’s representatives must support
the most militant and uncompromising
resistance against national oppression,
and build ties especially with the most
determined fighters in these struggles.

These national movements involve
broad class forces from the oppressed
nationalities, including middle class peo-
ple who are very much in the cross-hairs
of national oppression—from racial profil-
ing to attacks on affirmative action. Their
activism and resistance are positive fac-
tors for revolution. But ideologically,
these forces incline towards reformism
and nationalism. Sections of the Black
bourgeoisie, hemmed in and restricted by
monopoly capital, and also subjected to
discrimination and racist abuse, may also
be compelled to align with the people. As
capitalists, however, they fundamentally
seek markets and the ability to exploit
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workers for profit.

These class forces are objectively part
of the national movements and will,
through political representatives, contend
for influence and leadership in these
movements. But if the outlooks of these
class forces are in the leading position,
the fundamental interests of the exploited
and oppressed will be compromised.

So again, while the revolutionary prole-
tariat seeks to unite as broadly as possi-
ble in these movements, it must maintain
its independence and initiative and
actively bring forward its revolutionary
line and programme. In doing this, it
relies on the proletarian masses within
these movements.

On the other hand, there is the even
more fundamental task of bringing the
class-conscious proletariat of all national-
ities into the front ranks of the fight
against all oppression—including, as a
crucial part of that, the fight against
national oppression. With this under-
standing, in its bedrock work among the
proletariat, especially the most exploited
sections, the Party puts great emphasis
on building the fight against white
supremacy and national oppression and
on mobilizing white proletarians, togeth-
er with proletarians from the oppressed
nationalities, in this fight.

This takes concrete expression in the
exposure of national oppression that the
Party carries out, especially through its
newspaper. It also takes expression in
mass struggles against various forms of
national oppression: police brutality; the
ruling-class policies of building prisons
instead of schools and turning schools, as
well as housing projects, into prisons; cuts
in social welfare programs; the many-sided
attacks on immigrants and chauvinistic
“English-only” campaigns and other at-
tacks on the languages and cultures of
Latinos and other oppressed peoples; the
continuing oppression of the Native Amer-
ican peoples; and the fight for the freedom
of political prisoners, many of whom come
from national movements.

The class-conscious proletariat builds
the fight around these issues as part of
building the struggle against all oppres-
sion, with the goal of overthrowing the
source of all this oppression: the capital-
ist-imperialist system.

The battle against national oppression
is a crucial arena and a pivotal part of
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building the revolutionary movement,
uniting the proletariat and masses of peo-
ple around their real revolutionary inter-
ests, and laying the basis to wage and win
the armed struggle when the time is ripe.
Again, only proletarian revolution can
thoroughly uproot national oppression.

Summing Up

The class-conscious proletariat of all
nationalities must take the lead in forg-
ing and strengthening the solid core and
building the united front as broadly as
possible. The United Front under the
Leadership of the Proletariat is the strat-
egy for overthrowing the U.S. monopoly
capitalist class and then continuing the
struggle to transform society as part of
the world proletarian revolution.

Chairman Avakian explains the united
front in these terms: “The United Front
under the Leadership of the Proletariat is
an orientation and method, a strategic
approach, for the realignment of class
forces—the strategic realignment of class
forces, in which the interests and outlook
of the proletariat are brought to the fore-
front and established in the leading posi-
tion through a complex and tortuous
process of unity-struggle-unity.”

The United Front under the Leadership
of the Proletariat is anything but a short-
term gimmick. It has long-term implica-
tions, not only for the seizure of power but
also for the continuing struggle to achieve
communism. In carrying out this strategy,
the proletariat gains an understanding of
the strengths and weaknesses of different
classes and becomes conscious of itself as
the class with the most fundamental and
thorough interests in making revolution.

In applying its unity-struggle-unity ori-
entation toward other forces which it
strives to unite, and to lead, the proletari-
at strengthens its capacity to be the lead-
ing force in the revolutionary overthrow of
capitalism and ultimately its ability to
rule society and lead others in remaking
the world. The proletariat learns, as Lenin
says, how to live alongside and transform
other strata, both in their material condi-
tions and their world outlook, over a whole
historical period of continuing revolution,
towards the ultimate goal of communism,
worldwide.



The United Front Under the

Leadership of the Proletariat

Part 2:
Who Are Our Friends, Who Are Our Enemies?
A Brief Presentation of Classes in U.S. Society

Building the united front requires mak-
ing a scientific estimate of the various
classes and strata in U.S. society: who can
be firmly united with, who can be won over
or at least won to a position of neutrality,
and the enemy that must be uncompro-
misingly struggled against and defeated.

CLASS STRUCTURE
AND EMPIRE

The United States is the chief benefici-
ary and chief guardian of the world impe-
rialist system. Everything about the U.S.
economy, and everything about the class
structure of U.S. society, is deeply im-
printed with the international relations of
U.S. capitalism-imperialism.

Consider occupations. Huge sections of
the U.S. population are engaged in activi-
ties linked to the financial, administra-
tive, communications, and technological
needs of the U.S. empire. Or take the
major cities in the U.S. To one degree or
another, they function as headquarters of
the worldwide operations of capital and
require many service workers.

The standard of living of the middle
class is very much connected to the domi-
nant and exploiting position of the U.S. in
the world economy. Better-off sections of
workers receive benefits too.

But there is a lower section of workers
as well. Many low-paid proletarians in
the U.S. work as part of “production
chains”—interlinked factories or service
centers extending through Latin America
or Asia and into the U.S. At the same time,
globalization of production shifts employ-
ment from historically better-paid and
more stable factory jobs in the U.S. to the
lower-paid service sector. The U.S. econ-
omy feasts on cheap overseas labor. Immi-
grants from the oppressed nations of
Latin America, Asia, and Africa are
pushed and pulled into the worst and

most degrading jobs in the U.S. economy.

This fact of empire has far-reaching
political and strategic implications.

Because the wealth of the U.S. is insep-
arable from its privileged position in the
world, there is a big basis for sections of
the population to see their interests as
lying with the preservation of empire. But
this will be fiercely contested and fought
out, because the U.S. is also a sharply
polarized society.

For the have-nots on the bottom, there
is a big basis to see their interests as
those of the “wretched of the earth.”
There is, in short, a social base for prole-
tarian revolution and proletarian inter-
nationalism in the “belly of the beast.”

The ruling class propagates a certain
view of U.S. society. They tell us that the
great, great majority of Americans belong
to a prosperous and mobile middle class.
Then there are the rich: icons of success
and “role models” for those who would
“work” as hard. At the bottom of society is
what the bourgeoisie calls the “underclass,”
which it characterizes as being made up of
the lazy, the losers, the lawbreakers, and
the dysfunctional —to be despised, ignored,
and suppressed when necessary.

This distorted picture of society justi-
fies the status quo, confuses the middle
strata, and dehumanizes the exploited
and oppressed. It conceals the real class
relations in U.S. society and writes the
proletariat out of existence.

So what is the reality of classes in this
imperialist country?

THE BOURGEOISIE IS
THE TARGET OF THE
REVOLUTION AND MUST
BE OVERTHROWN

The ruling class of U.S. society is the
bourgeoisie. This class owns and controls
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the principal means of production, domi-
nates politics and the cultural and intel-
lectual life of society, and enforces its rule
through a dictatorship that combines
repression with deception.

The core of the U.S. bourgeoisie is made
up of the monopoly capitalists.

For example, they hold the controlling
interest in the huge monopolistic corpora-
tions and banks that completely dominate
the economy of the U.S. The 100 largest
manufacturing corporations control close
to half of all manufacturing assets (facto-
ries, equipment, materials, etc.). The top
10 banks control over 40 percent of all
commercial bank assets (loans, other
financial investments, etc.). Four compa-
nies control 70 percent of North America’s
corn seed market.

The U.S. bourgeoisie presides over an
empire. The economy of the U.S. is the
“home base” of a global network of
exploitation and plunder.

This empire is bound together by over
$5 trillion in overseas investments; by
repressive neocolonial regimes (independ-
ent in name only) in the Third World that
U.S. imperialism props up; by global insti-
tutions like the IMF, World Bank, and
WTO that it dominates; and by a high-
tech, genocidal military machine.

The U.S. imperialists are responsible
for untold suffering in the world and in
the U.S. itself. They will stop at nothing to
defend and extend their empire and to
preserve their rule. Ask no mercy and give
none in return: this is the only method the
proletariat can employ in dealing with
them.

The core of the U.S. bourgeoisie makes
up less than 1 percent of the households in
the U.S. The bourgeoisie also includes the
numerically greater but less dominant
and less significant capitalists; they do not
have controlling interests in monopolies
and large financial institutions or major
international investments, but they
depend for their income on the labor of
substantial numbers of employees and
accumulate large sums in the process.

Within the enemy camp and part of the
target of proletarian revolution and prole-
tarian dictatorship are the loyal political
agents and enforcers of the bourgeoisie
and its dictatorship. These are the big-
time politicians, high-ranking military
officers, heads of the government bureau-
cracies, and those in general who willing-
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ly perform the role of suppressing and ter-
rorizing the masses of people: the police,
judges, prison officials, etc.

The top heads of the trade union
bureaucracy are also part of the enemy
camp. They play a special role for the
bourgeoisie in its efforts to maintain polit-
ical and ideological domination over sig-
nificant sections of the working class.
They seek to confine the workers’ strug-
gles within a bourgeois framework. They
promote reformist illusions, faith in the
“democratic process,” and “allegiance to
America.”

The position and generally high salaries
of the trade union leadership, and the cap-
ital accumulated and invested by the
trade union bureaucracy, are the product
of the history of exploitation of the masses
of workers in this country and, still more,
imperialist super-exploitation abroad.
New faces may take charge of this appa-
ratus, and tactics may change, but these
top labor leaders continue to play the
same essential role: attempting to keep
the working class in a position of political-
ideological subordination to the capitalist
system.

THE WORKING CLASS IS
THE MAIN AND LEADING
FORCE FOR PROLETARIAN
REVOLUTION IN THE U.S.

The Proletariat and the
Proletarian Revolution

The proletarian revolution is different
from all previous revolutions in human
history. Its goal is not the replacement of
one group of exploiters by another but the
reorganization of human society and the
whole world on an entirely new basis: the
abolition of exploitation and of classes.

This long-held dream of the oppressed
is now possible for two reasons.

First, the productive forces of society —
the tools, raw materials, machinery, and
technology, etc., as well as the people
themselves and their knowledge and
skills—have developed to a high level.
They are developed enough to provide for
everyone’s basic material needs through-
out the world and, beyond that, for peo-
ple’s all-around development.



Second, there is a class that has the
material basis to bring about radically
different relations of people in production
and in society as a whole. That class is the
proletariat.

The highly developed production process
in capitalist society requires thousands,
and ultimately millions, of people, working
together to mass-produce the things that
people need. Before capitalism, production
was typically done by an individual or
small groups of individuals. Today, many
individuals must work together to produce
almost everything (even a farmer working
alone, who is an independent owner-opera-
tor and part of the middle class, requires
tractors produced by the collective labor of
thousands).

The proletariat carries out socialized
production. But standing at the end of
this process is a handful of capitalist-
imperialists who privately appropriate
(take for themselves) this collectivel