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Why Do People Come Here
From All over the World?
Now I can just hear these reactionary fools saying, “Well, Bob, answer me this. If this
country is so terrible, why do people come here from all over the world? Why are so
many people trying to get in, not get out?”...Why? I’ll tell you why. Because you have
fucked up the rest of the world even worse than what you have done in this country.
You have made it impossible for many people to live in their own countries as part
of gaining your riches and power.

Photo: AP

Bob Avakian, Revolution: Why It’s Necessary, Why It’s Possible, What It’s All About, a film of a talk by Bob Avakian
Available at revolutiontalk.net and in a DVD set from RCP Publications

Georgia’s House Bill 87 is one of the most
extreme of the anti-immigrant attacks—it will
increase raids and deportations that tear
families apart and punish immigrants for the
conditions that imperialism has put on them.
Inspiring and determined actions have
opposed this law. On April 5, civil
disobedience by undocumented young people
included a rally and march of more than 150
people in the streets and parks around
Georgia State University in downtown Atlanta.
With a huge banner saying “We will no longer
remain in the shadows,” they blocked traffic
for over an hour before they were arrested.
Another large and defiant demonstration
raised the slogan, “No Human Being is Illegal:
Rally for Truth.” See revcom.us for more
coverage of the Georgia protests.
Left: Protest against HB 87 at the Georgia Capitol
on March 24, 2011.

Revolutionary Strategy

Some Principles for
Building A Movement for Revolution
By Bob Avakian,
Chairman of the Revolutionary Communist Party, USA
At every point, we must be searching out the key concentrations of social contradictions and the methods and
forms which can strengthen the political consciousness of the masses, as well as their fighting capacity and
organization in carrying out political resistance against the crimes of this system; which can increasingly
bring the necessity, and the possibility, of a radically different world to life for growing numbers of people; and
which can strengthen the understanding and determination of the advanced, revolutionary-minded masses in
particular to take up our strategic objectives not merely as far-off and essentially abstract goals (or ideals) but
as things to be actively striven for and built toward.
the objective and orientation must be to carry out work which, together with the development of the objective
situation, can transform the political terrain, so that the legitimacy of the established order, and the right and
ability of the ruling class to rule, is called into question, in an acute and active sense, throughout society; so
that resistance to this system becomes increasingly broad, deep and determined; so that the “pole” and the
organized vanguard force of revolutionary communism is greatly strengthened; and so that, at the decisive
time, this advanced force is able to lead the struggle of millions, and tens of millions, to make revolution.

Fight the power, and transform the people, for revolution.

Photo: AP

May 1, 2011 | revcom.us | Revolution | 13

Driven Across the Border
Driven from the villages and slums of Latin America, Asia, and Africa, millions and millions of people each year are uprooted from their homes to seek
work in the United States. In the “land of the free,” they are demonized, terrorized, and criminalized. Forced into the dirtiest, most dangerous, worst paying
jobs, their sweat and blood yields super-profits for capitalist exploiters.
Always forced to live in the shadows, the conditions for immigrants have
become much worse in these days of economic crisis, and a fraying social fabric. Comparisons to the persecution of Jews as Hitler came to power in Germany
are inescapable as state after state copies Arizona’s vicious anti-immigrant law
that requires police demand proof of legal residency from anyone they “stop,
detain or arrest” if police suspect that person is an undocumented immigrant.
Under Barack Obama, “hope” means deportations have gone to record levels—
a 10% increase beyond the numbers deported under Bush.

•••
Why do people come here from around the world? Take Mexico—although
you could take any one of a hundred countries that have been plundered and
subjugated by capitalism-imperialism. Driven in large part by the demand for
land of the expanding slave system, the United States stole a large part of
Mexico 160 years ago through war—including what is now Arizona, New
Mexico, and parts of California, Colorado, Nevada and Utah. Then, throughout
the 20th century, U.S. capital expanded into and increasingly dominated the
Mexican economy. Institutions like the World Bank and the International
Monetary Fund—dominated by the U.S.—pressure the Mexican government to
promote farm crops that can be sold on the world market. Land, resources, and

people have been forcibly ripped away from producing food for people to consume to live—to instead grow low-cost food for the world market. And in the
maquiladoras (sweatshops) on the border and elsewhere, super-exploited
Mexican labor produces low-cost goods for export to countries like the U.S.
In every sphere, the Mexican economy has been warped and distorted to serve
the demands of international capitalism-imperialism. And as a result, hundreds
of thousands of peasants, manual laborers, professionals and others have been
forced to leave their homes in a desperate quest for work in the United States,
where they work in low-wage factory and field jobs, or find their college studies
are only good enough here to drive a taxi or sweep floors. They live in fear every
day that they will be fired because they are immigrants, or deported as a result
of ICE raids or any encounter with local police.
The 12 million Mexican immigrants in the U.S. provide cheap labor power,
and remittances (money sent back to Mexico) have historically helped stabilize
Mexico—something that is coming undone as the flow of remittances is drying
up. But even as they exploit them, the imperialist ruling class sees immigrants
as a threat to the social stability of their whole setup.
But this mass of immigrants in the U.S. is a positive thing for the revolution.
The stand of the movement we are building for revolution is clear: to welcome
such immigrants as brothers and sisters… to insist on equality of nations,
including equality in culture and language, and to learn from and take joy in
cultural exchange… to stand with them as they oppose repression… to draw on
their desire for revolution and their experience living in countries oppressed by
imperialism, encouraging them to get into the movement for revolution and to
take up and spread the word on the leadership of Bob Avakian.

Background: Heading for El Norte along the tracks on the outskirts of Mexico City, 2010.

There is nothing sacred to us about the USA, as it is presently constituted, or about the
borders of the U.S. as they are presently constituted. Quite the opposite.
Bob Avakian, Revolution #84, April 8, 2007 (quote originally published 1982)

