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What People Are Saying

revcom.us

“I was once ignorant of the society that has surrounded me. Not long after getting out of the service, I became an Occupier. I had the 
experience of having many of the world’s problems laid out in front of me, and for the first time having a voice to speak out against them. This 
was very exciting and uplifting. I was also out looking for so many answers to why the world is the way it is. Then I met the revolution. Listening 
to Bob Avakian for the first time in the midst of sleeping in a park, and spending my days searching for answers, asking why we live with rising 
poverty, people in other countries working their fingers to the bone, or why are people, Black and brown, still being oppressed, was in itself 
inspiring.

Very soon after I found out that BA was not just a good speaker but over a period of 30 years had been working on answering the questions 
that I was now asking and many more, and had developed a strategy and a party that can get us out of this mess that we are currently 
wallowing in.

When I first heard about the BAsics Bus Tour, I immediately wanted to be on it, spreading the message of revolution and the new synthesis of 
communism. Now in light of everything that has taken place in the last few weeks with the death of Trayvon Martin by some wannabe cop, it has 
further increased my desire to be on this bus tour, so that in the future, we don’t have a world filled with Trayvon Martins, cops, or wannabe cops 
that can only see the color of someone’s skin, but instead we can have a world filled with emancipators of all humanity.”

A Volunteer

“Greetings from New York City. When I first heard about the BAsics Bus Tour I was immediately reminded of the Freedom Riders who traveled 
boldly and courageously into the belly of the beast, the Deep South, some forty years ago. Their mission was to desegregate interstate bus 
travel. Today, 40+ years later, the bus tour’s goals are more far-reaching – to question and to confront the existing system of capitalism and 
imperialism. The good news is that the tour is providing the answers and solutions to all of this through the works of Bob Avakian.”

Professor at an inner-city school, NYC

“[I am giving to the BAsics Bus Tour] because you have to start with the youth and because numbers count. It matters that many youth from 
many backgrounds, especially Black youth, learn about and participate in the bus tour. In 1970, when I was in the fourth grade, my brother was 
sent off to Vietnam; a kid, barely 10 years old, in my class was using heroin; and I just refused to say the pledge of allegiance. The whole class 
refused... The school said, ‘Ok, this kid is going against the grain’ and they took me out of class. This revolution can inspire youth to go against 
the grain, to go against the conventional wisdom, and not just accept everything and never speak out – thinking this is just the way life is. I want 
the bus tour to be a success. Even Malcolm X needed this kind of inspiration. I look forward to hearing reports about the bus tour and strongly 
encourage others to donate as I am.”

A barber in Harlem

“A bus tour through the South bringing revolution and communism? Do you realize how historic this is? I hope to fuck you are filming this, and if 
you’re not, you are depriving generations of chronicling an historic event… Taking it to the people. This is such a great idea. The imagery of a 
BAsics bus in the parking lot of a shopping mall or a school or neighborhood or any area of congregation or just motoring along a highway to 
spread the word is visionary.”

A media studies professor

“Capitalism has proven itself not only to fail people in the U.S., but to fail people EVERYWHERE! The system has failed us, from poor families 
struggling to survive in the ghettos, to LGBT adolescents struggling with basic acceptance and equality, to workers trying to keep their right to a 
fair wage and collective bargaining, to ordinary citizens struggling for human rights. If a system fails and doesn’t govern or work for the good of 
the people, then it needs to be replaced. It has lost its legitimacy by not working for the common good. There is a better way, and it is coming.”

A young man who came into a Revolution Books to contribute $50 after receiving a phone call about the BAsics Bus Tour

“The BAsics Bus Tour adds an important dimension to the national and international mobilization that the Occupy Movement has inspired. In 
these times of increasing and outrageous disparities of wealth and power, it is vital that all progressive voices are heard. This tour represents a 
crucial part of the continuing dialogue about the need for truly structural change in America and throughout the world.”

Paul Von Blum, Senior Lecturer, African American Studies, UCLA

“I wanna put in my strong endorsement of this freedom bus... Courageous brothers and sisters going down to the gut-bucket South. The old Jim 
Crow senior, still the Jim Crow junior, of course. Whole lot of lynching used be going on in the past, still police brutality taking place, 
unemployment and underemployment taking place. Dilapidated housing in place, disgraceful school system’s in place... Revolutionary 
Communist Party bearing witness in a serious kind of way. And I just want to let folk know... I’m behind what they’re doing... keeping track of the 
injustice here in the state. Keep track of the freedom bus—the Avakian bus!”

Cornel West
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