
Internationalism—The Whole World Comes First.
BAsics 5:8

If you can conceive of a world without 
America—without everything America 
stands for and everything it does in the 
world—then you’ve already taken great 
strides and begun to get at least a 
glimpse of a whole new world. If you can 
envision a world without any imperialism, 
exploitation, oppression—and the whole 
philosophy that rationalizes it—a world 
without division into classes or even 
different nations, and all the narrow-
minded, selfish, outmoded ideas that 
uphold this; if you can envision all this, 
then you have the basis for proletarian 
internationalism. And once you have 
raised your sights to all this, how could 
you not feel compelled to take an active 
part in the world historic struggle to 
realize it; why would you want to lower 
your sights to anything less?
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A boy carries food from a garbage dump to his family in New Delhi, India, 2003.
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