
Imperialism means huge monopolies and financial institutions 
controlling the economies and the political systems—and the 
lives of people—not just in one country but all over the world. 
Imperialism means parasitic exploiters who oppress hundreds of 
millions of people and condemn them to untold misery; parasitic 
financiers who can cause millions to starve just by pressing a 
computer key and thereby shifting vast amounts of wealth from 
one place to another. Imperialism means war—war to put down 
the resistance and rebellion of the oppressed, and war between 
rival imperialist states—it means the leaders of these states can 
condemn humanity to unbelievable devastation, perhaps even 
total annihilation, with the push of a button.

Imperialism is capitalism at the stage where its basic 
contradictions have been raised to tremendously explosive 
levels. But imperialism also means that there will be revolution—
the oppressed rising up to overthrow their exploiters and 
tormentors—and that this revolution will be a worldwide 
struggle to sweep away the global monster, imperialism.
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Outside Bangladesh factory collapse, 2013
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There is a glaring lack of understanding—and a 
crying need for people to understand—that there is 
a system whose basic contradictions and dynamics 
set the terms of things in a fundamental sense; and 
for people to be given, in a living and compelling 
way, a materialist analysis and a materialist 
estimate, as Lenin put it, of how this system actually 
works and the role of different classes and social 
forces in relation to all this.
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Internationalism—The Whole World Comes First.
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