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The uprising in Baltimore tonight has delivered an unmistakable and powerful message that the
time is over when people will just take the unending and outrageous murder and brutality carried out
by police. The torture and murder of Freddie Gray for nothing—and the ongoing, infuriating lies and
cover-up—is only the latest in a long line of such horrors in not only Baltimore but all over the U.S.
From North Charleston, SC to Ferguson, Missouri from Pasco, Washington to New York City and
beyond—THIS MUST STOP!
The authorities and the media grunt about “violence.” They get outraged about broken windows,
but not the broken neck of Freddie Gray. They get mad about the destruction of property, but not
the destruction of Black and Brown children. Violence? What about the unending violence carried
out against the masses of Black and Latino people all over America by the police? What about
the world-record violence embodied in a society in which a young Black boy has a 1 in 3 chance of
spending time in prison before he dies? The violence in which nearly one million Black men and
increasing numbers of women are now languishing in prison? The violence in which police behave
like occupying armies in the ghettos and barrios—and the occupying armies of the U.S. behave
like police all over the world? This is America, and this whole system was built on vicious, unjust,
endless violence here and around the world and it continues to carry this out. These world-class
criminals, and apologists for criminals, have absolutely no right to say anything about what the
masses of people do when they are fed up, when they can’t take it anymore, and when they must
express this. In the face of murder and terror, is not resistance justified?
They insult those who rebel as thugs, while the real thugs go unpunished, on paid vacation… and
those who give orders to those thugs not only get no punishment, but sit at the highest reaches of
government. Here—in the land of the thief and home of the slave—they accuse those who rebel of
looting, when the powers-that-be have looted Black people as a people for centuries, along with and
as part of looting whole continents. They promise justice from the Department of INjustice, and from
their rigged court system—this is just a ploy to throw mud in people’s eyes. Bringing in the National
Guard means only one thing—more wanton violence against the people. NO! NO! NO!
History and present-day reality show that unless and until people stand up and refuse to go along
with it, injustice, outrage and horror will continue. Everyone should stand with the defiant ones in
Baltimore, refuse to condemn them, and to step up the struggle to STOP police murder and mass
incarceration. This is a cry and clarion call to all of society to stand up and say NO MORE! THIS
MUST STOP!
[Please distribute and post widely.]
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