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Bob Avakian
Bob Avakian (BA) is the architect and initiator of the 
new communism and the leader of the revolution.  
He has, as part of this work, developed extensive 
analysis of fascism and its particular expression in 
the U.S.  Besides the two-paragraph statement “What 
IS Fascism?” [see page 14] that regularly appears on 
revcom.us, and along with the article by Bob Avakian 
(BA) that contrasts fascists and communists, and 
in particular the advocates of the new communism 
(“Fascists and Communists: Completely Opposed and 
Worlds Apart,” available at revcom.us), the following 
excerpts from recent works by BA are relevant and 
helpful in getting a basic sense of what fascism is and 
what are some of its main features, in general and 
specifi cally as embodied in the Trump/Pence regime.  

Also, although its outlook diff ers in some signifi cant 
aspects from that of the new communism, the 2005 
speech by African-American theologian Hubert 
Locke (“Refl ections on Pacifi c School of Religion’s 
Response to the Religious Right”), which was 
originally posted on revcom.us on January 29, 2006, 
and reposted on October 7, 2019, contains some very 
valuable and insightful analysis of fascism, and in 
particular Christian fascism. 
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At the same time—and this can be seen 
through studying the examples of Nazi 
Germany and Italy under Mussolini—
while it will likely move quickly to 
enforce certain repressive measures in 
consolidating its rule, a fascist regime 
is also likely to implement its program 
overall through a series of stages and even 
attempt at different points to reassure 
the people, or certain groups among the 
people, that they will escape the horrors—
if they quietly go along and do not protest 
or resist while others are being terrorized 
and targeted for repression, deportation, 
“conversion,” prison, or execution.
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What IS Fascism?
Fascism is the exercise of blatant 
dictatorship by the bourgeois 
(capitalist-imperialist) class, 
ruling through reliance on open 
terror and violence, trampling 
on what are supposed to be 
civil and legal rights, wielding 
the power of the state, and 
mobilizing organized groups 
of fanatical thugs, to commit 
atrocities against masses of 
people, particularly groups of 
people identifi ed as “enemies,” 
“undesirables,” or “dangers to 
society.”

The following appears every week on revcom.us
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We are confronted by—we are now being 
ruled by—a fascist regime: relentlessly 

assaulting civil rights and liberties and openly promoting 
bigotry and inequality; acting with callous disregard or 
cold-blooded malice toward those they consider inferior 
and a drain or stain on the country; on a mission to deny 
health care to millions who will suff er and many who 
will die without it; crudely degrading women, as objects 
of plunder, breeders of children without the right to 
abortion or birth control, subordinate to husbands and 
men in general; defying the science of climate change, 
attacking the science of evolution, and repudiating 
the scientifi c method overall; a regime brandishing an 
arsenal of mass destruction and threatening nuclear war; 
intensifying state terror against Muslims, immigrants, 
and people in the inner cities; unleashing and giving 
encouragement and support to brutal thugs spewing vile 
“America First,” white supremacist, male-supremacist, 
and anti-LGBT venom—a regime that boasts of all this 
and declares its intention to do even worse. 

THE TRUMP/PENCE REGIME MUST GO! 
In The Name of Humanity, We REFUSE To Accept a Fascist 
America, A Better World IS Possible. The fi lm of this talk by 

Bob Avakian, given in October 2017, is available at revcom.us

What Is Fascism
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To learn more on the deep roots and driving forces 
of Trump/Pence fascism and what must be done to 
stop it watch this fi lm.

Watch the full film, excerpts from the film, and 
the Q&A sessions online at www.revcom.us
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There is a direct line from the Confederacy to 
the fascists of today, and a direct connection 

between their white supremacy, their open disgust and 
hatred for LGBT people as well as women, their willful 
rejection of science and the scientifi c method, their 
raw “American First” jingoism and trumpeting of “the 
superiority of western civilization” and their bellicose 
wielding of military power, including their expressed 
willingness and blatant threats to use nuclear weapons, 
to destroy countries. 

THE TRUMP/PENCE REGIME MUST GO! 
In The Name of Humanity, We REFUSE To Accept 

a Fascist America, A Better World IS Possible
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“...We Have 2 Choices: either, live with all this & 
condemn future generations to the same, or worse, if 
they have a future at all... Or, MAKE REVOLUTION!” 

—Bob Avakian

For the full understanding of why we need and 
could actually make revolution, WATCH the fi lm of 
a speech by Bob Avakian:

WHY WE NEED AN ACTUAL REVOLUTION
AND HOW WE CAN REALLY MAKE REVOLUTION

A Film in 2 parts, video clips from the speech, and 
the Q&A sessions online at www.revcom.us
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And then there are the ruling class “news 
media.” There are media, like Fox (I can 

hardly say it) “News,” that represent the fascist section 
of the ruling class—which aims to impose undisguised 
capitalist dictatorship without the rule of law, with 
open hostility toward other sections of the ruling class 
itself, that these fascists regard as enemies, and vicious 
repression against immigrants, Black people, Muslims, 
women, and LGBT people—all those whose degradation 
and criminalization is essential for the fascist program 
of “making America great again.” Lying, systematically 
distorting reality, is a function and mission of these 
media. 

Why We Need An Actual Revolution
And How We Can Really Make Revolution

The fi lm and the text of this speech by BA, given in the 
summer of 2018, are available at revcom.us.
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Read online at www.revcom.us
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the last generation? What is going to happen if 
we keep on telling them, “Don’t care about the 
environment, and bring on the war, because 
we’re going to be lifted out of here, and you can 
forget about loving your neighbors, because 
they’re just going to get blown away?"

So, that is the insight of someone very familiar with 
these Christian fascists. And the fact is that in this 
country, with its whole history of genocide, slavery and 
racism, any form of fascism, including one basing itself 
on “Christian supremacy”—any urge to “restore past 
greatness”—cannot help but be bound together with 
white supremacy. 

THE TRUMP/PENCE REGIME MUST GO! 
In The Name of Humanity, We REFUSE To Accept 

a Fascist America, A Better World IS Possible
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Stewart1 further summarizes Lang’s2 views this 
way: “Modern fundamentalism, like fascism 

in earlier times, he says, involves a strong feeling of 
persecution, typically at the hands of godless liberals 
or a religious ‘other’; the belief that one belongs to a 
pure race or national group that is responsible for past 
greatness, suff ers unjust oppression in the present, 
and is the rightful ruler of the world; the impulse to 
submit unquestioningly to absolute authority; and the 
relentless drive for power and control. It is, he says, a 
kind of supremacist movement, with religion rather 
than race at its core.”

And there is this chilling statement by Lang:

People have no idea it’s going on....

What does it mean that the conservative church 
that’s growing in America is an end-times 
church? What does it mean that we are raising 
a generation of children to believe that they are 

1  Stewart refers to Katherine Stewart, author of The Good News 
Club, The Christian Right’s Stealth Assault on America’s Children
2 Rich Lang is a former Christian fundamentalist who broke with 
that and became a liberal Christian pastor. 
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Yes, bourgeois dictatorship in any form is very 
bad for the masses of people, very oppressive 

and repressive of the masses of people, and needs to 
be overthrown. But an overt fascist dictatorship that 
tramples on any pretense of upholding rights for people 
is not something that should be put in the category of 
“maybe it’ll be a positive change, or maybe it’ll be a 
negative change.” 

Hope For Humanity On A Scientifi c Basis—
Breaking with Individualism, Parasitism 

and American Chauvinism 
A prepublication copy of this talk by BA is available at revcom.us
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In an article in the New York Times, “Racism 
Comes Out of the Closet,” Paul Krugman makes 

the point that not just Donald Trump but the Republican 
Party as a whole has gone from “dog whistling” racism 
to overtly and crudely expressing it. Krugman concludes 
this article this way, referring to the Republican Party’s 
dropping of even any pretense of opposing racism:

It’s tempting to say that Republican claims to 
support racial equality were always hypocritical; 
it’s even tempting to welcome the move from dog 
whistles to open racism. But if hypocrisy is the 
tribute vice pays to virtue, what we’re seeing now 
is a party that no longer feels the need to pay that 
tribute. And that’s deeply frightening.

Krugman does have a point—an important and relevant 
point—here, as far as it goes. The problem is that it doesn’t 
go far enough, and in particular does not break out of the 
constricting terms of contradictions and confl icts among 
ruling class parties (the Republicans and the Democrats). 
The stance of hypocritically pretending opposition to such 
outrages as racist oppression, while in fact acting as the 
representatives, functionaries and enforcers of a system 
that has this oppression built into it and could not exist 
without this oppression—this does not just apply to the 
Republican Party in the past (if it ever applied to that party 
at all over the past 50 years and more) but also applies 
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to the Democratic Party. What is concentrated in this 
situation is the need to recognize, and correctly handle, a 
very real and acute contradiction: the fact that, on the one 
hand, the Democratic Party, as much as the Republican 
Party, is a party of a system that continually commits, 
and cannot help committing, massive crimes against the 
masses of humanity and embodies an existential threat 
to the very future of humanity; and, on the other hand, 
the fact that (to paraphrase what is cited above from 
Krugman’s article) there is a very real diff erence and 
very direct danger embodied in the fact that one of these 
ruling class parties (the Republicans) openly abandons 
much of the pretense of being anything other than a 
rapacious, and yes racist, plunderer of human beings and 
of the environment. This requires the correct synthesis 
of, in fundamental terms, opposing the whole system, of 
which both of these parties are instruments, and actively 
working, in an ongoing way, toward the strategic goal of 
abolishing this whole system, while also, with the same 
fundamental strategic perspective, recognizing the acute 
immediate danger posed by the fascist Trump/Pence 
regime and working urgently to bring forward masses of 
people in non-violent but sustained mobilization around 
the demand that this regime must go! 

Hope For Humanity On A Scientifi c Basis—
Breaking with Individualism, Parasitism 

and American Chauvinism


