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matter how monstrous their ruling classes may be, while the
“non-free world” is made up of those who remain outside of,
and especially those who pose opposition or obstacles to,
the domination of the U.S. empire.

The U.S. government wages war in Africa and Asia, as well
as the Middle East, claiming it is fighting to defend civilization
against the brutal and murderous Islamic fundamentalist
jihadists. But the imperialists of the U.S. are certainly no
less brutal and murderous, and the “civilization” they boast
of is literally built on the blood and bones of people all over
the world. And why is this Islamic fundamentalism such

a force now? Fundamentally because of the workings

of capitalist imperialism itself. Besides the overall role of
imperialism in creating more favorable soil for these Islamic
fundamentalists, actions of the U.S. imperialists have further
fed their growth.

In the 1980s, the U.S. actually armed and built up Osama
bin Laden and other Islamic fundamentalists to strike at the
Soviet Union in Afghanistan.

In 2003, in violation of international law, the U.S. invaded
Iraq to overthrow the head of government there, Saddam
Hussein. This invasion was carried out under the cover of
lies that Hussein possessed weapons of mass destruction.
This invasion, and the occupation of Iraq by American forces
that followed, caused hundreds of thousands of deaths, set
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off bloody conflicts among the Iragi people and created more
fertile ground for Islamic fundamentalist forces.

And the same thing happened in Libya. Under the
presidency of Barack Obama, and with the insistent urging
of then Secretary of State Hillary Clinton, the U.S. intervened
in a conflict within Libya on the side of forces opposed to the
long-time ruler Muammar Qaddafi. With the fall of Qaddafi—
which was brought about mainly as a result of massive
bombing of his forces by the U.S. and its allies—the rivalries
and conflicts within Libya were intensified, and Islamic
fundamentalist forces gained strength.

Or take the case of Iran. In 1953, the CIA engineered a coup
that overthrew a popular government that was moving to
nationalize the oil of the country, so that it could be used for
the development of its economy, instead of being controlled
and plundered by the U.S. and Britain. This coup brought
the Shah of Iran to power, and the people of Iran suffered
decades of torment and torture at the hands of the Shah
and his secret police. And, here again, these actions of the
U.S. created more favorable ground for the forces of Islamic
fundamentalism, which ultimately seized power through the
revolution that overthrew the Shah in 1979.

These are only a few examples of the American crimes
that have been committed, and the kinds of consequences
that have followed from these crimes, in countries all over
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the world. And all this underlines the crucial importance of
casting off the blinders of the Great Tautological Fallacy and
breaking with American chauvinism. We need to think about
humanity, first and above all.

During the 1960s, a whole generation (or a large and
defining part of that generation) broke with American
chauvinism, cast off the Great Tautological Fallacy and,

at the cost of real sacrifice, dared to stand up against

the atrocities committed, here and throughout the world,

by the rulers of this country, and fight for a better world.
Unfortunately, all too many (though not all!) of that
generation have become disoriented and have allowed
themselves to become, as the French say, “récupérer’—that
is, they have come back under the wing of the ruling class,
in particular its “liberal” representatives in the Democratic
Party, and have far too much accepted things on the terms
of a system they once, very rightly, recognized as viciously
criminal. But now, when the workings of this system

have brought this fascist regime to power, there is, more
than ever, a profound and urgent need for people, of all
generations, to finally and thoroughly
break with American chauvinism,
and act in the interests of humanity.

— Bob Avakian
@bobavakianofficial
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